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Mr. DAYTON. Not at all. I do not concur 


in the report. 


Mr. SEMPLE said the Senator, he believed, had 


heard the report read, as well as the accompanying 


communication in committee; if he had been dis- | 


posed to object to it, that would have been the time 
to make the objection. It was, at all events,a part 
of the Senator’s duty, as a member of the commit- 
tee, to acquaint himself with the contents of the 
report; but, instead of stating any objection to it 
yeretofore, the Senator now, for the first time, an- 
nounced to the Senate that he disagreed with the 
report. He must be permitted to say he was some- 
what astonished that the Senator should have taken 
such acourse. He now felt constrained to insist 
that the whole communication should be read; as 
that portion which the Senator seemed to consider 
the laughable part had been read, he desired that 
the sensible part might be read also. It was 
written, he thought, with great ability, and by a 
gentleman who had been upon the spot, and had 
scen the mountains of Oregon, and possessed some 
fancy. 

The Senator from New Jersey was the last man 
in the world who ought to object to the style in 
which the letter was written. He had heard the 
Senator.and heard him with pleasure, indulge in 
greater flights of fancy than any contained in the 
letter. The writer of that letter, he believed, was 
anative of New Jersey, and probably learned his 
acquirements of fancy in the same school with the 
Senator. He had heard the Senator mix up with 
his cood sense and sound reasoning more extraor- 
dinary flights of the imagination than any that 
could be found in the passages which the Senator 
had cited. Had he supposed the Senator had in- 
tended to make the motion he had now made, he 
would have been prepared with some specimens 
of the Senator’s own eloquence, which he believed 
would have corresponded fully with what he had 
read, if they did not go a little beyond it. He 
recollected a fanciful speech made by the New Jer- 
sey Senator two years ago, in which the Senator 
spoke of the crack of the rifle being heard on the 


mountains of Oregon, reverberating from the Rocky | 


Mountains across the valley of the Mississippi to 
the Alleghanies, thence sweeping across the Atlan- 


tic Ocean, and finding its resting place on the | 


shores of Europe. {Much laughter.] 

Something like that was the oratory of the hon- 
orable Senator; and he had no doubt many Sena- 
tors recollected still the crack of that rifle. [Re- 
newed laughter. ] 

He was of opinion that the letter which formed 
apart of the report contained a great deal of valu- 
able information, though it was undoubtedly mixed 
up with a good deal of fancy, such as naturally 
occurred to a young man who viewed personally 
what he described—scenes such as the Senator 


from New Jersey never in his life beheld, and of | 


which he had no conception. When the writer of 
that letter ascended the loftiest peak of the Rocky 


Mountains, his feelings were, perhaps, something | 
like those of the man who, gazing down from a | 


similar position, cried out, ** Attention the world ! 
My kingdom, right about face!”’ 
e had no particular objection that the report 


should be recommitted. Let the whole letter be 


read, and then see if the Senator could get a ma- 


He desired | 


jority of the committee to strike it out. 
to have the letter read now. 

[Several Senators. ‘* Oh, no! Oh, no!”’} 

_ Mr. DIX moved that the subject be laid aside, 
in order to proceed to the consideration of the 
special order, 

Mr. DAYTON. If the Senator will defer his 
motion for a moment, this question can be disposed 
of. It will occupy no time. 

Mr. DIX withdrew his motion. 


Mr. DAYTON remarked that he had entirely 


exculpated the Senator. He did not impute to 
im the least particle of blame in having reported 
this communication. The Senator’s asperity, 
therefore, in speaking of his flights of fancy, was 
wholly unmerited and uncalled for. While he 
ad too much respect for the Senator to treat him 
with levity, he had too much self-respect to reply 
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} to anything that might be said in reference to his 
own peculiar style of speaking. 
The question was then put on the motion for 
recommitment, and it was agreed to. 


PAY DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY. 


The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
bill making alterations in the pay department of 
the army. 

Mr. DIX, in the helief that the discussion on 
the power of removal from office, whieh sprang 
up a few days since when this bill was under con- 
sideration, expressed his hope that the Senate 
would now proceed to vote. The Senator from 
Kentucky, who was entitled to the floor, was also 
in possession of the floor on the bill relative to 
French spoliations; and if that Senator would 
forego his right to continue the discussion on this 
bill, and let the bill take its course, the special 
order on French spoliations might eome up to- 
morrow. 

Mr. MOREHEAD expressed his readiness to 
| accede to this proposition, if it should be a general 
understanding with Senators on the other side, 
that the special order should be 
morrow. 

Mr. WESTCOTT havine submitted a few re- 
marks explanatory of the reasons which would 
influence him in voting against the bill, moved that 
the further consideration of the subject be post- 
poned until day after to-morrow; which motion 
was negatived. 

Mr. R. JOHNSON then withdrew his motion 
to strike out the second section of the bill, and 
moved to amend the section by adding to it a pro- 
viso, rendering it the duty of the President to in- 
stitute, at the end of every four years, an investi- 
gation into the accounts and securities of the in- 
cumbent: which was agreed to. 

Mr. ATCHISON renewed the motion to strike 
out the second section, and asked for the yeas and 
nays, which were ordered. 

Mr. DIX said, before the question was taken on 
this bill, he desired to say a few words in explana- 
tion of its provisions and objects. Ele had pur- 
posely abstained from a discussion of the general 
question of the power of removal and appointment, 
and he should take no part in it now. He desired 
to call the attention of the Senate to the real question 
before it. The question was whether paymasters 
of the army should be placed, in respect to the ten- 
ure of their ofices, on the same footing as the other 
disbursing officers of the army. In bringing the bill 
under the consideration of the Senate on a former 
occasion, he had stated that the tenure of office in 
this case was an exception to the ceneral rule in re- 
spect to military appointments. He had put the 
proposition to change the tenure in this single case, 
on the distinct ground of convenience to the public 
service. The existing mode of appointment had 
long been a subject of embarrassment to the pay de- 
partment. The number of officers in that depart- 
ment was extremely limited—only sixteen, inclu- 
ding the head. The additional number asked for 

| had become indispensable, from the increasing 
wants of the service, the extension of our territory, 
and the augmentation of the number of posts. 
Their commissions now expire periodically, and 
sometimes, the unavoidable delays in the re-ap- 
pointment had the effect of impairing the efficien- 
ey of the department and embarrassing the public 
service. It was stated as an objection to the bill that 
aymasters were included in the act of 1820, limit- 

| Ing the tenure of certain officers to four years, and 
that all the arecuments in favor of the limitation in 
respect to the officers with whom paymasters were 
classed, were equally applicable to the latter. But 
it was for the very reason that there was an im- 
portant distinction between them, that the prop- 
osition was urged. It would he seen by refer- 
ence to the act of 1820, that the offices referred 
to were for the most part local. The incumbents 
were appointed for particular places, and their 
duties were performed there. Besides, those of- 
fices were of a civil character. The appoint- 
ment of paymaster was a military appointment. 
It is true, paymasters were in general assigned 


taken up to- 
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to particular distriets: but they had duties to 
perform at various points within those districts, 
and often at points remote from each other. They 
were annexed to the army, which was a moving 
bedy. ‘Their commissions might expire when 
they were remote from the appomting power, and 
when it was difficult, if not impracticable, without 
Inconvenient delays, to comply with the formali- 
ties exacted on a reappointment, This was not 
an imaginary difficulty. It had frequently oe 
curred: and, as he had already said, the embar 
rassment had been a subject of complaint by the 
pay department, not this year only, but in former 
years. The amount of money disbursed by pay 
masters had been referred to as an objection to the 
chanee in the tenure of their office. But it hap- 
pened that the circumstances under which these 
disbursements were made furnished a ready an- 
swer to the objection. ‘They were not like collec- 
tors of the customs, receivers of public moneys 
for lands, and other officers of a like character, re- 
celving moneys varying in amount with the vary- 
ing transactions of business; so that the Govern 
ment could not know, from week to week, the 
amount in their hands. Their funds were, for the 
most part, supphed on requisitions for specific sums 
tomake speeitic payments at specific periods, The 
departinent had always the means of judging of 
the propriety of the se requisitions, and it always 
knew very nearly the amount the pay masters 
had in their hands. Whena regiment is to be 
paid, the pay being regulated by law, the amount 
IS easily ealenlated; the required sum 1s supplied 
when it is to be disbursed; the disbursement is 
promptly made; and payniasters have, therefore, 
very rarely, for a length of time, large sums in 
ther hands, Almostall the arguments tn favor of 
a limitation of the tenure of office, in civil appoint- 
ments, so far as the security of the public money is 
concerned, are inapplicable to them. ‘The power 
of removal for unfaithfulness was not touched by 
the proposed measure. This power was fully 
riven by another act, which would remain unre- 
pealed in this respect. If a paymaster’s accounts 
were not regularly rendered, and the public mon- 
evs in his hands accounted for, the President was 
authorized to dismiss him from the public service; 
and this power had been exercised in one case 
within a few years, notwithstanding a limitation 
of the time of the office. He did not desire to 
prolong the debate, which had already been suffi- 
ciently protracted, and he would not do so. He had 
hoped the amendment, which had been adopted on 
the motion of the Senator from Maryland, {Mr. 
Jounxson,}] would have rendered the bill satisfae- 
tory on all hands. The President had the power 
to require bonds to be renewed whenever he might 
think proper. The amendment offered by the Sen- 
ator from Maryland went farther, and made it his 
duty, at least once in four years, to inquire into 
the sufficiency of the security, and require a re- 
newal of the bond, if necessary. This amend- 
ment met all objections excepting such as applied 
to a removal of the limitation of the tenure of of- 
fice in anv case. He would not go into the dis- 
enssion of this question. He put this case on the 
distinet ground of an exception to the general rule 
in respect to military appointments. ‘The propo- 
sition was not to create, but to remove an excep- 
tion. It was called for by special circumstances 
of public convenience. He knew nothing of these 
circumstances, excepting as he had learned them 
from the proper departments. The change had 
been repeatedly asked for by the Paymaster Gen- 
eral. It had been sanctioned by the Secretary of 
War: and he had full confidence in the representa- 
tions of these gentlemen in respect to the wants 
and conveniences of the branch of the public ser- 
vice, to which the erpemnes related. He had, 
therefore, reported the bill, and he had given it his 
support. He trusted it would receive the sanction 
of the Senate. 

After a few words from Mr. CAMERON, in 
favor of the motion, the question was taken, and 
decided in the negative, as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Ashley, Atchison, Atherton, 
Breese, Bright, Cameron, Thomas Clayton, John M. Clay- 
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ton, Jenness, Niles, Speight, Sturgeon, Turney, Upham 
and Westcott—16. 

NAYS —Mesare. Archer, Bagby, Barrow, Benton, Ber 
rien, Cathoun, Cass, Chalmers, Corwin, Davis, Dayton, 
Dix, Greene, Haywood, Houston, Jarnagin, Johnson of 
Maryland, Johnson of Louisiana, Lewis, MceDuthe, Mil 
ler, Morehead, Pearce, Pennybacker, Semple, Sevier, 
Woodbridge, and Yulec—2-. 

The bill was then reported to the Senate, as 
amended, the amendments were agreed to, and 
the bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading. 

By unanimous consent, the bill was then read a 
third time and PAsse ad. 

The House bill for the relief of the owner and 
crew of the schooner ‘Tancred was read a first and 
second time, and referred to the Committee on 
Commerce, 

On motion of Mr. PENNYBACKER, the Sen- 
ate proces ded to the consideration of the ** ball for 
the relief of Amos Kendall;’? which was read 
twice, considered as in committee of the whole, 
reported back without amendment, ordere d to be 
encrossed for a third reading, and, by unanimous 
consent, read a third time and pus ed, 

On motion of Mr. DIX, the Senate considered 
the bill for the relief of John Keith, of New York; 
\ hit h Wis read twice, con ile red as in committee 
of the whole, reported back without amendment, 
id, by unanimous conh- 
sent, read a third tine and ps: ed. 

On motion of Mr. FAIRFIELD, the Senate then 
went into Executive ss 


orcde re dl ton third re addin rill 


lon, and after some time 
spent therein, the doors were open d, and 
"The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monpay, May 18, 1846. 


The Journal of Saturday was read and approved. 

Mr. ST. JOLIN (leave having been denied) 
moved that the rules of the [louse be suspended, to 
enable him to offer the following resolution: 

Resolved, ‘That the Secretary of War be r¢ que sted 


to communicate to thi 


Liouse, at the earliest prac- 
ticable period, the result of such examinations as 
have been made by the officers of the ‘Topographi- 
cal Bureau of the harbor ef Sandusky Bay, on 
Lake Erie; and also, that he likewise r port the 
further statement of the chief of that bureau, con- 
taining a plan and estimate founded on that exami- 
nation, for the improvement of that harbor, to- 
gether with such other facts touching its position 
and importance in a commercial and military point 
of view as may be in his possession. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Virginia, moved to amend 
the resolution by providing that one hour should 
be set apart for the reception of resolutions. 

The amendment was not in order. 

The question was taken, and the res 
adopted, 

THE DEBATE ON THE ARMY BILL. 


Mr. McKAY offered a resolution, in the usual 
form, providing that all debate in Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union on the bill making 
appropriations for the support of the army, for the 
year ending on the 30th of June, 1847, should ter- 
ininate to-morrow at two o’clock. 

Mr. Met ‘LER NAN D moved to amend the reso- 
lution by substituting ** to-day.” 

Mr. LUMPKIN moved that the resolution be 
laid on the table. 

The yeas and nays were asked and ordered, 
and, being taken, resulted as follows: 


Y EAS—Messrs. Abbott, J. Q. Adams, Ashmun, Baker, 
Barringer, Bell, Blanchard, Milton Brown, Buttington, Wil 
ham W. Campbell, John G. Chapman, Cocke, Crozier, Cul 
ver, Garrett Davis, Dixon, Dockery, John LH. Ewing, Foot, 
Garvin, Gentry, Giddings, Graham, Hampton, Harper, Elias 
B. Holmes, John W. Houston, Samuct OD. Hubbard, Had 
son, Washington Hunt, Joseph R. Ingersoll, Preston King, 
Lewis, Lumpkin, MeGaughey, MeHenry, Melivaine, Marsh, 
Morris, Moseley, Ramsey, Rathbun, Julius Rockwell, J. A. 
Roekwell, Root, Runk, Sawyer, Schenck, Severance, Tru 
man Smith, Albert Smith, Stephens, Stewart, Stroh, 
Mhibodeaux, Thomasson, Benjamin Thompson, ‘Tibbatts, 
rrumbo, Vance, White, Winthrop, and Young—53. 

NAYS— Messrs. Stephen Admns, Anderson, Atkinson, 
Bedinger, Benton, Biggs, James A. Black, Bovd, Brodhead, 
William G. Brown, Burt, John H. Campbell, Catheart, Renu 
ben Chapman, Chase, Clarke, Cobb, Collin, Cullom, Cum 
mins, Cunningham, Daniel, Dargan, Darragh, De Mott, Dob 
bin, Dromgoole, Dunlap, Edsall, Ellsworth, Erdman, Faran, 
Ficklin, Giles, Grover, Hamlin, Haralson, Henley, Hoge, 
Hopkins, G. S. Houston, Hungerford, J. B. Hunt, Hunter, 
Charles J. Ingersoll, Jenkins, James H. Jotmson, Joseph 
Johnson, Andrew Johnson, George W. Jones, Kennedy, 
Lawrence, Leake, Maclay, MeClean, MeClelland, MeCler 
nand, Joseph J. McDowell, MeKay, John P. Martin, Barkley 
Martin, Morse, Moulton, Norris, Owen, Parrish, Payne, Per- 


lution was 


| 


rill, Perry, Reid, Relfe, Rhett, Ritter, Sawtelle, Scammon, | 


Seaman, Alexander D. Sims, Simpson, Thomas Smith, 
Stanton, Starkweather, St. John, Strong, Jacob Thompson, 
Tharman, Toombs, Towns, Tredway, Wentworth, Whea 
ton, Wick, Williams, W ood, Woodrull, Woodward, Wood 
worth, and Yell—97. 

So the resolution was not laid on the table. 

Mr. MeCLERNAND then withdrew his amend- 
ment. 

Mr. TIBBATTS moved an amendment, substi- 
tuting ** Thursday” for to-morrow; which amend- 
ment was rej eted. 

And then the resolution was adopted. 


THE HOUR OF MEETING. 


Mr. REID moved a suspension of the rules to | 


enable him to ; ubmit amotion prov iding that here- 
after the daily bour of meeting should be ten 
o'clock, ; 

‘The yeas and nays were ordered, and, being 
taken, were- —yeas 93, nays 82. 

So two-thirds not voting in the affirmative, the 
rules were not suspended. 


INDIAN TRIBES IN OREGON. 
Mr. McK AY moved that the House resolve it- 


self into Committee of the Whole on the state of 


the Union, but withdrew the motion at the request 
o{t— 

Mr. JACOB THOMPSON, who said, it would 
be recollected that the consideration of the bill to 
regulate the trade and intercourse with the Indian 
tribes in the ‘Territory of Oregon, and to preserve 
peace and cultivate friendship with and among the 
said Indians, had been postponed until to-day. He 
would move that its further consideration be post- 
poned until the first Monday in June. He thought 
it desirable that we should wait and see What the 
action of the Senate would be on the Oregon juris- 
diction bill, so that it might be ascertained what 
would be the proper form in which to pass the bill 
referred to, and in what manner the amendments 
necessary to meet the ends and views of the com- 
mittee should be made. 

"Lhe question having been taken, and decided in 
the aflirmative, the further consideration of the bill 
was postponed until the first Monday in June. 

THE ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL. 

Mr. JACOB THOMPSON having, in pursu- 


ance ofa pledge given, renewed the motion of Mr. 
McKay, and the question thereon having been ta- 


solved itself into Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, Mr. Cosn, of Georgia, in the 
chair, and resumed the consideration of the bill 
making appropriations for the support of the army 
for the year ending on the 30th June, 1847, and of 
the amendments thereto pending. 


Mr. A. D. SIMS was entitled to the floor; but 


yielded for a moment at the request of— 

Mr. McK AY, who (imperfeetly heard) was un- 
derstood to say that he desired to vive notice that 
he should, when in order, under instructions from 
the Committee of Ways and Means, move certain 
amendments appropriating alarge sum of money 
become requisite by the recent legislation of Con- 
It would be recollected that a bill had been 
passed authorizing an increase in the rank and file 


eress. 


of the army to the extent of seven thousand nine | 


hundred and sixty men; and that, on Saturday last, 
another bill had passed authorizing the raising of 
a regiment of mounted riflemen. By reason of the 
passage of these two acts, an additional appropria- 
tion of something like two millions of dollars would 
be necessary. ‘The items of that appropriation 
were as follows: 

BOY AUC vwis nein so bas a eenie eon on Ree Or 

Subsistence ...... 428,473 
79,600 
20,000 


a ee 
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Quartermaster’s department, inelu- 

ding transportation, clothing, &c., 
812,175 

Mr. McK. said he felt it due to the committee 
to vive this information. 

Mr. SIMS, of South Carolina, then resumed 
the floor, and addressed the conmittee during the 
hour (in remarks of which a full report is in course 
of preparation, and will be given hereafter.) After 
speaking of the duty which every good man owed 
to his country in the hour of its emergency and 
peril, and conceding at the same time the right (not 
less than the duty) to canvass with candor and free- 
dom the causes which had led to that state of things, 
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| pay to $10, he was opposed, on considerations of 


May 18. 


Mr. S. expressed briefly his concurrence jn the 
amendment introduced by his colleague, [\M, 
3LACK,] proposing to equalize the pay of all prj. 
vates in the various branches of the army. and 
giving to all alike $8 per month. To the amend. 
ment of Mr. Tinsarrs, proposing to increase | 


public policy and economy, to which he ady 


verte ! 


Mr. S. the n proceeded to reply to some of 


,arguments of Mr. G. Davis; and being thus jed 


into the question of title to the territory lying tye. 
tween the Nueces and the Rio Grande, edntend: | 
that that title, derived through Texas, was now 
the United States, distinctly vested there by the 
treaty concluded between the Texans and Santa 
Anna, after the battle of San Jacinto. He argued 
the validity of that treaty on well-settled principles 
of international law, meeting the objections urzed 
against it on the plea of the duress under w! 
Santa Anna was alleged to be acting, showine ¢] 
plea could neither be sustained, nor made avail 
in annulling or weakening the force of that soli 
act. 

Mr. 8. had not concluded this portion of his ar- 


i 


nh 


gument when the hour expired. 


Mr. LUMPKIN then addressed the committee 
as follows. 

Mr. Cuatrman: I feel confident that I will be 
pardoned by this committee for occupying their 
attention at this time, in giving expression to the 
views IL entertain upon the general topics intr 
duced into this discussion. It is well known to 
this body that I have heretofore contented mysec|| 
with giving a silent vote upon such measures as 
were introduced and pending for our consideration 
and action. IT have been influenced to pursue this 
course from a natural and unfeigned repugnanes 
that I have at all times felt, to engage in disen 
sions here, which too often, perhaps, fail to receive 
attention from any considerable number of 
members, and which are frequently made rather 
for home consumption than to influence the acti 
of gentlemen upon this floor. But, sir, the in- 
portant position of the country, and her relatio 
with Mexico and the balance of the civilized 
world; the measures we have lately adopted to 
meet the existing state of things, and the measures 
of a kindred character that we now propose to 
adopt, involving, as they all do, the honor and the 
political welfare and happiness of twenty millions 


3 | of freemen, has overcome this repugnance, and | 
ken and decided in the affirmative, the House re- |! 


now claim it as my right and privilege to be heard 
on the questions raised in this debate having refer- 
ence to the admission of Texas as a new, ind 

pendent sovereignty into our Union. I shall not 
enter at length into the history of the wrongs suf 
fered by Texas as a province of Mexico, nor will 
it be necessary for me to narrate in detail the events 


of that contest which took place between that 


province, or department of the Mexican Republic, 
and the ruthless usurpers who controlled the des- 
tinies of that ill-fated country. It will be suti- 
cient for the purposes of my argument to assert 
the fact, whieh all the world admits, and which 
many of the nations have formally acknowledged 
by solemn and sovereign act, that Texas, without 
the assistance or the encouragement of any other 
Power, unaided and alone, by her own unsurpass- 
ed gallantry and the might of her arm, when all 
remonstrance had become unavailing, threw off the 
iron yoke of her oppressors, and achieved and 
maintained her independence upon many a battle- 
field on her own favored soil. Independence, and 
liberty, and redemption from political thraldom, 
were the watchwords that animated her people in 
all their sufferings, and the war-cry that gave them 
victory, complete and glorious, over their oppres- 
sors. Do you not remember, Mr. Chairman, the 
achievement of that gallant and intrepid band ot 
‘Texans, who, onthe memorable 21st of April, 1536, 
on the plains of San Jacinto, met and opposed the 
Mexican forces under the command of the Presi- 
dent of that republic? Can you, sir, forget that 
these brave Texans, numbering in all but seven 
hundred and eighty-three men, led on by an ave 
and experienced General, now a distinguls hed 
member of the other branch of the National Le- 
gislature, encountered in deadly conflict fifteen 
hundred Mexican soldiers, under the lead of their 
favorite commander, General Santa Anna? 51"; 
you cannot forget it, nor can the world fail to re- 
member, that on that eventful day six. hundred 
and thirty of the Mexican troops were killed, two 
hundred and eight were wounded in the con- 
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fict, and the whole of the remainder of the Mexi- 
san forces, numbering seven hundred and thirty, 
made prisoners of war, and among these was 
che President of the republic himself. But the 
west of this great and wonderful achievement re- 
ani to be told. This victory, unparalleled in 
modern warfare, was accomplished against such 
gearful odds, with the loss of two men, who were 
ijed, and twenty-three others only were wound- 
ed. The faithful historian who has recorded this 
onflict, and who will perpetuate the memory of 
shat bloody field and brilliant deed, has taught us, 
vod all those who will come after us, to regard that 


were 


day as the birthday of a nation, and that field as | 


ye crave of Mexican domination east of the Rio 
Gr inde. It is now, sir, well known as a historical 
fact that all the great Powers of both hemispheres, 
wneluding the United States, England, France, and 
Russia, acknowledged the independence of Texas, 
entered into treaties with her, and paid all respect 
4) her national flag. It is well known, too, sir, 
chat from that memorable day Texas had, with- 

it molestation or interruption from Mexico, 
yaintained an organized system of government 


smilar to that of the United States, securing to | 


her people the full enjoyment of civil and religious 
iberty, and all the benefits and privileges of a well- 
‘anced and properly-established constitutional 


Government. Tor eight years Texas continued to 


vaw, increase, and prosper in the full enjoyment | 


of the blessings of peace, unmolested by any hos- 
ile invasion by the armies of Mexico, or by any 
wands of organized troops from the Mexican hor- 
jers. She was independent, and was recognised 
ssuch by the world, and no effort had been made 
the part of Mexico to reduce her to subjection. 
fask,in all candor, how have we done wrone to 
Mexico, and with what justice can she complain 
f outrages committed by the United States upon 
ier territory, when we gave our consent that the 
ndependent republic of Texas should be admitted 
sa new State into our Union? Mexico, torn and 
distracted by factions, without the ability to main- 
in any organized system of government, had no 
pe of reducing ‘Texas to subjection. This was 
attempted by Mexico, and candor and truth 
require us to admit that no attempt would be made, 
with the expectation of accomplishing such an 
object, after an absence of eight years, during 


which Texas had been de facto independent, en- | 


oving all the rights and exercising all the acts of 
sovereignty, and independent, also, de jure, by the 
solemn recognition of the nations. No reason- 
‘le man anywhere believed that such a result 
was in the remotest degree even possible; and it 
s universally conceded that Texas, as an in- 
dependent sovereign Power, had greater claims 
consideration from the civilized world than 
even the self-styled republic of Mexico herself. 
i the honesty of my soul, I do most solemnly 
eheve—and such, I think, is the opinion of a 
rge_ majority of the American people—that 
Mexico, unaided by any foreign nation, relying 
exclusively upon her own soldiers and resources 
scarry on a war, should she have attempted, by 
mvasion of that territory, to reduce Texas to 
submission, would have hazarded her very exist- 
ence as an independent government. This was the 
ondition, and such was the relationship existing 
hetween ‘Texas and Mexico at the time the late 
overtures were made for the annexation of ‘Texas 
to the United States. Before this measure was con- 
sumated, so desirable to both Governments, it 
as placed in issue before that greatest of all tribu- 
us in all free Governments—the whole body of the 
people. It was discussed, canvassed, considered, 
“id solemnly determined by the people of both 
Governments, with a full knowledge of all the facts, 
‘hat the union of the two countries should be com- 
eted by the performance of the rites appropriate 
‘apolitical act of a character so important and 
Sacred, The reople of this country were, to some 
extent, divided at that time as to the policy of ad- 
mitung Texas as a State into this Union. 
admit, was an honest difference of opinion; and the 
Measure was one about which the most patriotic 
‘chtwith propriety at thattime disagree. Noman 
had a right to assail the motives of those who dif- 
‘cred from him at that time as to the wisdom of the 
policy. But, sir, the question now assumes another 
“spect. ‘Texas has been admitted into the Union, 
the people of both countries have been consulted, 
and they have solemnly determined to unite their 
Cestiny under the broad and ample folds of the 


M 
y 


This, I | 


American banner. The deed has been consumma- 
ted and ratified by the action of both Governments; 
and Texas has as much claim upon our protection 
as any other State in this Confederacy. The 
boundary of the United States is now extended 
to the western limit of Texas; her soil is our soil, 
her people our people; and her resources contribute 
to our greatness In peace, and to our defence in 
war. She is already represented in the other 
branch ot Congress, and has recently, by authori- 
ty of law, elected two members of this House. 
We have extended over the whole of her ter ritory 
the laws of the United States, and made provision 
for their regular and proper administration. We 
have established within her limits districts for the 
collection of revenue, passed laws for establishing 
post-routes, and all other laws nece ssary to afford 
them equal rights and privileges as a component 
part of the American Union. We have done all 
this, and it is now too late to urge objections to the 
policy of this measure; and at a time like this, 
when our country has been invaded by hostile 
troops—when our soldiers have been captured, 
wounded, and killed in unequal and desperate con- 
flict, and our army is exposed to peril from the over- 
powering numbers of the enemy, it is treasonable 
to withhold the supplies necessary for their relief ; 
and no good but much evil must result from a pro- 
longed discussion upon the policy of annexing 
Texas to the United States, and the propriety or 
impropriety of the conduct of the President in di- 
recting the occupation by the army of the country 
between the Nueces and the Rio Grande. What 
if Mexico did protest solemnly against this act, 
and did announce that she would consider it a dee- 
laration of war on the part of the United States? 
What if she did unceremoniously withdraw her 
Minister, in consequence of the action of the Gen- 
eral Government in riving its consent to the annex- 
ation of Texas? What if she did claim Texas as 


| an integral part of the Mexican republic, the right 


| then and now enter their solemn protest. 


to reconquer which she would never relinquish? 
These declarations and acts occurred before the 
measure was consummated, and they did not influ- 
ence our action then; much less should they con- 
trol us now, when these menaces have been carried 
out by the invasion of ‘Texas and the slaughter of 
our citizens; and we have been called upon to 
furnish men and means to chastise these invaders 
of our soil, and speedily tu terminate the war they 
have commenced. But, sir, some of the opponents 
of the Administration on this floor have voted 
against the measures recommended by the Presi- 
dent in his special message in relation to the state 
of thines on our southwestern frontier, and passed 
by both branches of Congress a few days ago by 
an overwhelming majority. 1 was glad to see that 
this number was so small, and I sincerely regretted 
that there should be any, even one solitary man, 
who, on an important occasion like this, should 
feel constrained by his sense of propriety and re- 
eard for the Constitution, to withhold from the 
Executive the whole power and resources of the 
Government, if necessary, to repel invasion from 
our soil, and to punish the aggression made upon 
our territory. 

Sir, if these fourteen members had contented 
themselves with giving a silent vote, or if in their 
attempts to justify themselves before the country, 
they had not made a studied attack upon the Exec- 
utive, Lshould have been contented that their votes 
and their speeches should have gone before the 
world without notice or remark from me. But the 
small band who voted in opposition have gained an 
accession to their number, and have been assisted in 
their assaults upon the Administration, by others 
who voted for the measure, as they now assert, with 
a mental reservation as to certain expressions con- 
tained in the preamble, and against which they both 
The act 
of Congress asserts, that the war actually existing 
was commenced by the republic of Mexico, and 
then makes provision for raising 50,000 volunteers, 
and appropriates ten million dollars, to prosecute 
this war already existing to a saccessful termina- 
tion. I will do these gentlemen the justice to say 


| that they are the advocates on this floor of all the 


, fence of the country. 


necessary supplies of men and money for the de- 
They have so declared, and 
I am unwilling to believe that there is an American 
citizen of any party or section of this Union who 
would withhold the means for defence against a 
hostile invasion from any quarter. Itis enough for 
us to know that our soil has been desecrated; that 
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| their country, right or wrong. 
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our country has been invaded; that a hostile 
band of armed soldiers have killed and wounded 
our cluzens, and that the American army, under 
General Taylor, is in a hazardous situation, and in 
need of assistance. Ata time like this shall we be 
struggling for a mere party triumph ? 
cumstances 


Can no ¢tr- 
or condition of the country, no perils 
however great, nduce gentlemen in the opposition 
to cease their cavilling against the Administration, 
or postpone their hostility tothe President? Is not 
this an occasion when, for a time, all party distine- 
tions and differences shall be forgotten, and with 
one voice, with one heart, and with one hand, we 
all shall march forward in defenee of the soil, the 
nichts, and the honor of the country Admit, for 
the sake of the areument merely, that the President 
has mistaken the duties of his station, and has 
committed an ageression upon Mexico by order- 
ing the army to oc upy a position on the left bank 
of the Rie Grande oppo: ite to Matamoras: is this 
atime for us to institute an Investigation of his 
conduet? Is this the proper time to he weakening 
the moral force and power of the Administration, 
upon whom the responsibility of prosecuting the 
war necessarily devolves ? Does patriotism require 
at your hands, as the faithful representatives of the 
people, that you should now, in your elevated post- 
tion, denounee the President for a violation of the 
ConstituGion, by makine an unauthorized and un 
holy invasion on the soil and territory of Mexico ? 
Dave Ss your reeard for the Constitution of the 
country require you to denounee this war with 
Mexico as unauthorized, unjust, and damnable ? 
What can centlemen who assume such positions 
at a crisis like this promise 
eountry cr 


themselves or their 
Will vou promote the success of our 
arms by destroying, i such a thine were possi- 
ble, the influence of the President? Are you 
encouraging enlistments for the service of the 
country by proclaiming to your countrymen that 
your Government ts the ageressor 7—that the Pres- 
ident has, in violation of the Constitution, with- 
out authority of Congress, made an aggressive, 
unjust, and damnable war against an unoffending 
sister republic? I beg such gentlemen to pause 
and refleet before they vive utterance to such sen- 
timents in this place, atatime like this. Retrace 
your steps, and withdraw, for atime, these charges, 
perhaps inconsiderately and too hastily made, and 
come forward with the same ability you have dis- 
played against the Executive, in support of all the 
measures necessary to the efficient and successful 
prosecution of the war against Mexico, and, my 
word for it, the result will be such as to rejoice the 
patriots of all parties. If these charges are to be 
investigated, and if gentlemen will insist that they 
are made in good faith, and that they are prepared 
to sustain them before the greatest of all human 
tribunals—the enlightened public opinion of the civ- 
ilized world—TI eall upon them, in the name of my 
countrymen of all parties, to postpone these bick- 
erings and discussions until the rainbow of peace 
shall again span our country’s horizon. The coun- 
try cannot appreciate the patriotism of gentlemen 
who will, in the midst of a conflict, long stop to 
inquire whether their country be right or wrong; 
and I ean assure such that the denunciations made 
by them against the President, and the charges they 
have preferred that he has, by committing acts of 
aggression on unoflending Mexico, plunged the 
country into an unjust, unrighteous, and damnable 
war, will not be responded to by any considerable 
portion of the people. Nine-tenths of the people, 
of all parties, have approved of the preliminary 
measures taken by the President for the defence of 
‘T'exas and our southwestern frontier. And with 
the first news of the invasion of our territory and 
the murder of our citizens upon the banks of the 
Rio Grande, with one accord we find the great mass 
of the people, of all parties, volunteering their ser- 
vices and marching to the scene of action to repel 
the invaders, and to punish the aggression. Poli- 
ticians and members of Congress attached to par- 
ticular interests may forget their country, and feel 
no indignation at the See and outrages com- 
mitted on our own soil, and against American 
citizens, by the Mexican soldiery; but the — 
ple—the honest, patriotic, and industrious people— 
at home and by their own firesides, are always for 
sut, Mr. Chair- 


' man, there are two classes of protesters and cavil- 


lers whom it becomes my duty to notice before I 
close my remarks. The first class deny the truth 
of the proposition which asserts that war actually 
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exists 
States 


hetween the Government of the United 
and Mexico; and the a that either 
formal or informal war may exist, but deny that it 
has been commenced by Mexico, and attribute it to 
the unconstitutional and action of the 
President in ordering our army to the Rio Grande. 
I shall notice each position briefly, in the few re- 
remarks that I offer for the 
That any official 
that Mexico has 
formally made a war against the 
United States, has not been asserted by the Presi- 
his late tion, nor have any of 
his friends on this floor contended that such was 
the fact. But the existence of the war is asserted. 
"They contend that a does exist, whether any 
baration 


ayeTessive 


maine propose to 


consideration of the committee. 
been received 


declaration of 


information has 


dent in communica 


r dec- 
and this is shown 
most conclusively from the despatehes accompany 
Wie hus brie siifre’., In the early je riods of the 
world, it was ecu to proclaim a state of war 
by heralds; and war was always preceded by an 
formal, 


has been made or not; 


tomary 


But such 
modern times; and 
withdrawal of a Brit- 
was considered and acted 
war by France. And 
althouch we, by a solemn act of Congress, 
United States 
e did not wait to commu- 
British Government, but 
at onee, and without a sin- 
and most approved 
international law all agree in 
war may exist without any 
laration,and the facts connected 
with the present ditheulues with Mexico only con- 


ieral declar: ation. 

stom an 
. -~ 1 

even as far back as 1778, the 

Minister from Pari 

claration of 


open, and « 


has not been the eu 


on tua a ae 
181%, 
declared war to exist between the 
at Britain, yet w 
that fact to the 
rienced hostilitre 

The 
authors on 
thine, that 
previous formal de 


and Give 
bijcte 
eoint 
gle day’s delay. ablest 
modern 
the same 


firm and establish the ereat fundamental truths 
that they have asserted and maintained. What is 
ware [tus the exercise of violence on the part of 
tie supreme executive of one nation on the soil, 
the entizens, or the property of another nation; and 
this is manifested, not by the declaration of the 
sovereign power formally made, according to the 


forms of the Constitution, and officially commu- 
nicated to those against whom the war has been 
made, but by any direct and positive testimony 
that will satisfactorily prove that hostilities have 


been commenced with the consent or approbation 


of the sovereign autherity of a State. And what 
is the evidence afforded to us that a state of war ex- 
isted anterior to the passage of the act of Congress 


In 1844, while 
Conere SS WAS In SesSIOn, and considering the pro- 
wiety of giving their consent to the admission of 
lexas into the Union, General Almonte, then the 
Minister of Mexico at the city of Washington, 


to which reference has been made? 


m advance of our action, protested, in the name of 


his Government, the 


Government 


against adoption, by this 
, of any such measure, and solemnly 
declared, thatif it should be consummated, it would 
be considered by Mexico as a declaration of war by 
the Unit ed States. And€ ongress, notreg 
protest, 


arding this 


annexation, the Minster demanded his passports 
and immediately returned to his own country: and 


from that day to this Me xico has been without 
any diplomatic agent or minister resident in this 
c uty. But all this, with certain opponents of the 


Administri ation, aAMOuDLS to nothing Again, they 
have, under authority of the Gove rnment, issued 
proclamation after proclamation, denouncing the 
Government and people of the United States as 
robbers and plunderers of their territory, and have, 
by all means in their power, attempted to he: ap 
reproach and infamy on our c he aracter as a nation. 

They have long been indebted to our people sev- 

eral millions of dollars; and althouch A rave to 
our Government a reluctant admission of the fact, 

and entered into a solemn treaty supulating and 
promising to make payment honestly and in good 
faith; in violation of their faith, honor, and re pu- 

tation, they have refused to pay their just obliga- 
tions, and repudiated the stipulations of a solemn 
treaty. And still, sir, all is peace. With assu- 
rances from the ruling authority, for the time 
being, of that unhappy country, which had just 
Leen invested with the administration of its affairs, 
of a sincere disposition on their part amicably and 
by negotiation to settle all the questions of differ- 
ence and dispute between us, a plenipotentiary 
was sent to the city of Mexico. Him they with 
treachery and pertidy refused to accredit or re- 

‘cive, and sent him from the country with indig- 
nity and insult. Add to this the fact, now well 


and having given its sanction to the act of 
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known to the whole country, that Mexico, under 
the lead of her ablest generals, commenced the 
concentration of a large force at Matamoras, on 
the Rio Grande, avowedly for the purpose of in- 
vading Texas, and making war upon the United 
States, and you will hi ive satifactory testi- 
mony in res vard to the intentions of the Mexican 
Government towards Texas and the other States 
of this Union. But this with gentlemen is noth- 
ing, and furnishes no evidence of the existence 
of a war on the part of Mexieo against the United 
States. But avain: the ceneral in command of 
the Mexican troops at Matamoras orders the com- 
manding general of the United States army, sta- 
tioned on the leftbank of the Rio Grande, to remove 
from his post to a point on the left of the Nueces, 
in twenty-four hours, or hostilities would be com- 
menced ‘immediately afier that time. Shortly 
thereafter, two thousand troops, a detachment of the 
Mexican force, cross the Rio Grande, invade the 
te rritory of ‘Tex: is, encounter a company of Amer- 
ican troops unde rcommand of Captains Hardee and 
Thornton, who are killed, wounded, and taken 
prisoners, and our little army of occupation and 
observation in danger of being cut off entirely from 
their supplies, and with no hope of relief but in an 
increase of the military force at that pont; and still 
statesmen, and patriots, and well-informed men, 
contending that no war exists with Mexico, 
and are even refusing to vote the supplies of means 
and money for the defence of the country, be- 
eause they assert that they have no satisfactory 
information of its existence. Is it necessary that 
the enemies on our southwestern frontier shall 
march to the very gates of the Capitol, and direct 
the fire of their artillery against the walls of this 
building in which we now deliberating, to 
satisfy these wentlemen that war has commenced ? 
The admission of Texas into the Union, or the 
passage of the resolution by Congress giving her 
covusent to her admission as a new State into the 
Union, not only imposed an obligation upon Con- 


some 


are 


are 


eress to guard and protect and defend the rights of 


the people of Texas; but the Constitution imposed 
the same obligation upon the President of the Uni- 
ted States to defend and protect them against any 
invasion from foreign enemies, as well as from do- 
mestic insurrection. But the political opponents 
of the President charge him with making an ag- 
gressive war against the republic of Mexico, in 
violation of the Constitution of the country. I 
deny that such is the fact; and a few words will 
enable me to satisfy the committee that this accusa- 
tion has no foundation in truth and justice, and sa- 
vors of chagrin and of the disappointment of high 
polit ‘al hopes and aspirations, 
The President of the United States commence 
a war with Mexico! Where, and under what cir- 
cumstances? Was it when he signed and approved 
the act of Congress of the present session admitting 
Texas into the Union? Was it in approving the 
act extending over Texas the laws of the United 
States,and jurisdiction of the United States courts? 
Or was it when he approved that other act making 
ports of entry, and establishing collection dis- 
tricts within the State of Texas, one of which 
we made at Corpus Christi, within the limits of 
the disputed territory between the Nueces and 
the Rio Grande? This no one in debate has 
vet pretended. Was it in sending troops to 
Texas upon representations made by the Con- 
cress and Convention of Texas that an invasion 
trom Mexico was apprehended, and in station- 
ing them at Corpus Christi between the Nueces 
and the Rio del Norte? Oh, no; gentlemen on 
all sides admit that, in doing these acts, he man- 
ifested the character of a wise and prudent and 
patriotic Chief Magistrate. The ground of objec- 
tion, however, in a word, seems to be that he or- 
dered the removal of the army under General Tay- 
lor from Corpus Christi, on the right of the Nueces, 
to the left bank of the Rio Grande, opposite to 
Matamoras, and raised field works, and 
rected batteries, upon which our cannon were 
planted, pointing at and commanding the town. 
And this position is assumed, under the false and 
groundless pretence that the a between the 
Nueces and the Rio Grande | re longs to Mex 
and has been from time immemorial under the 
control of that Government. And the march of 
an armed band of American soldiers over the terri- 
tory, and the occupation of a post for military 
purposes, without authority from Mexico, was ag- 


there 


xico, 


gressive and hostile in its character; and the posi- || Canada; and if the President had done less than to 
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tion taken by General Taylor Opposite to Mata ' 
moras, and the temporary fortifieations erected 
could net be regarded in any other light than as a, 
open war made by the President without authori. 
and in direct violation of the Constitution aa : 
country. Gentlemen forget that the sintion os | 
Corpus Christi was on the right bank of the Nyo. 
ces, and the oce upation of that post was as ym: 
a violation of the Constitution, admitting the; | 


position to be correct, as the occupation of + 
post opposite to Matamoras. If this is ele: arly and 
indisputably the property of Mexico, then I 
with them that the occupation of it would a 
invasion of Mexican te rritory; and this the P nei 
ident would have no richt to 5 
purpose of defence, he should be e¢ ompelled | 
circuinstances to e nter the territory of the enem 
of the country. If those gentlemen who have yoy 
attempted to repreach the President of the Unite. 
States with a violation of the Constitution 
making a war—an unholy, unrighteous, and da 
nable war—against a friendly sister re pub lie, 
sincere in the e xpre ssion of the ‘se Sentiments, low 
is it that they have sat here for five months thy 
silent witnesses of this bold and direct violation 
the Constitution, and have made no motion to iy) 
peach the President, nor have even given utterance: 
to a hint of disapprobation of his course? Ay 
these the guardians upon whom the peo pi 
rely to protect their rights, and to defend tha 
valuable Constitution? Are these men trustwor 
who, for five months have connived at such cer y 
and dangerous violation, and not uttered even » 
whisper in its defence? The people will inguir 
if such has been the case, into the conduct of thy 
faithless servants, will hold them to a strict 
countability, will know why they have thus 
mained in their seats since from the Ist of Decembe; 
last, and have made no motion calling for inforiis 
tion on this subject?’ Why have not these gvent|: 
men raised their voiee, and called the attentioi 
the country to the alarming violation of the ¢ 
stitution by the Chief Magistrate, and to his op 
invasion of Mexico—this friendly, loving sist 
The army was stationed at Corpus Christi in t 
month of July or August last; they were, at 
events, there at the commencement of the press 
session of Congress, with the knowledge of t 
whole country, the fact being communicated |) 
the President to Congress in his Annual Messav 
and niembers of this House cannot avail them 
selves of the plea, at this time, that they had 
knowledge of the fact. The country 
upon the charge made against the Pres 
afterthought, introduced now for political and 
party purposes, unworthy of the high eharact 
which a Representative of the people should m: 
tain on this floor. But, sir, it was not ager é 
to pass the Nueces, and to station our 5 on 
the right banks of that river at Corpus Chiis 
How far, then, could these troops go be yond the 
Nueces, and maintain a pacific and defensive char 
acter? Can they go to the half-way line, or shal! 
they stop short of it? I desire to know, and the 
country will inquire of you, when you return to 
your homes, at what point on the line of mareh 
from C orpus Christi to the Rio Grande it ceased 
to be pacific and for purposes of defence, and | 
came aggressive and hostile in its character. I 
will be well for gentlemen to consider these ques- 
tions, and be prepared with a satisfactory answe! 
It will not do to tell them that it was aggressive, 
because our army of occupation, under the diree 
tion of the President, was stationed on the banks | 
of the Rio Grande opposite Matamoras, and that ' 
field works were erected and batteries raised th 
enabled our army to command the Mexican tow) 
of Matamoras, on the opposite side of the rive 
1 contend that under all Administrations, from Mr. 
Jefferson down to the present, our Government, 
and almost every prominent man in it, have mati 
tained that Texas reached the banks of the lower 
Rio Grande; and that our troops could be station- 
ed, and our works of defence could be raisé Bs op- { 
posite to Matamoras with as much propriety id 
justice as the establishment of a fortification, of 
other defensive work, on our own soil opposite te 
Cc anada. The extreme border, on the line of the 
enemy’s boundary, is the place for works of de- 
fence. They are not to be placed in the heart ot 
our own country. They would be use! less there. 
To my mind there is no difference between the q 
line of frontier toward Mexico and that toward 
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have prevented, with all the means at his com- 
mand, the invasion of this territory by a hostile 
hand of Mexican soldiers, he would have been 
eensurable for permitting the desecration of Amer- 
ican soil by ruthless invaders, and the same gentle- 
men who now charge him with a violation of the 
Constitution, and with a usurpation of power to 
make an aggressive war upon a friendly sister re- 
public, would have raised the cry long and loud 
srainst his imbecility, his cowardice, and his want 
or ability to discharge the duties of the Chief 
Magistrate of this Union. I do not expect that the 
President can satisfy such individuals. It would 
he vain and worse than idle for him to make the 
attempt. But the great body of the enterprising, 
industrious people of this country, of all parties, 
with one accord will respect him for his prudence, 
herish him for his wisdom, and honor him for 
che bold and fearless manner in which he has dis- 
eharved his high and responsible constitutional 
obligations. 

Mr. TOOMBS remarked that his colleague [Mr. 
Learkin} had very properly placed this question 
oy the ground of the defence of the President; and 
x was a little remarkable, when the country was 
vepresented by the friends of the Administration to 
ie suffering from foreign invasion, and that the 

lood of American citizens shed, as was coutended, 
oy American soil, was calling aloud for immediate 
vengeance, instead of responding to those appeals 
io patriotism which had been made, even this 

ccasion must be consecrated to party, and a pre- 
unble placed before the bill to cover the usurpa- 
vions of the Executive—a preamble declaring what 
io man could rise in his place and say he knew, 
that war had been made by Mexico. They could 
have voted supplies to defend Texas as well with- 
out this preamble; but it was too precious an op- 

wtunity to be lost to appeal to the people to sanc- 

on the wrongs and the usurpations of the Execu- 
uve. And all those who were unwilling to sub- 
seribe to this declaration, the truth of which 
they could not know, and which he believed to be 
false, were to be branded as enemies to their coun- 
try—as destitute of patriotism. If this were pa- 
iiotism, he hoped there were but few patriots in 
the country. 

The true question was not whether we should 
vole supplies for our army or protect our citizens 

Texas. These questions were extraneous to 
that which was the subject of discussion, viz: the 
of the Executive. The question of the 
annexation of Texas was also settled. He had 
opposed it as long as opposition was availing; since 

‘ had beeome a part of the country by the action of 

» constituted authorities—regularly, lerally—it 

had become a part of our duty to defend it as much 
isto defend our native soil, and he was as ready to 
(doit, It was nota question of dividing the country, 
but a question, where is the boundary of the coun- 
wy? And it was a fact that should be borne in 
mind, that out of fifteen or sixteen propositions 
for the annexation of Texas, there was but one 
that did not define its limits; and that one was 
passed by the House of Representatives and the 
Senate, and became a law. ‘That left the question 
of boundary an open question, expressly declaring 
that ‘so much of the territory as rightfully belongs 
to Texas should be annexed to the United States.’”’ 
Congress could not untie the Gordian knot at that 
ume, or define precisely what the boundary was: 
it was left for the Executive to do this, and Con- 
cress was called upon to sanction that act. 

The opinions of distinguished men, he said, had 
been cited, to show that Texas, in 1819, extended 
to the Rio del Norte. But it was competent for 
Mexico to divide her Departments as she pleased. 
But Mr. T. proceeded briefly to refer to facts, to 
show that the Texas which revolted from the Mex- 
ican Government, became independent, and was 
annexed, was bounded westerly by the Neuces, or 
might have extended a litule further; that it had no 
cam to the Rio Grande; that Mexican jurisdiction 
had uniformly been exercised over the intermediate 
territory; that a Mexican custom-house remained 
there until the arrival of our army, &c. Hence, 
as long as our army remained at Corpus Christi, 
nobody objected to it; but he proclaimed, in the 
face of this House and the country, that the march- 
ing our army to the Rio Grande was contrary to 
the laws of this country, a usurpation on the rights 
of this House, and an aggression on the rights of 
Mexico, Gentlemen were invited to make the most 
of this declaration. 
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His colleague asked where gentlemen would stop 
theadvance of our army? Mr. T. would stop where 
the constituted authorities should determine the ter- 
minus; and in the meantime, the laws of the coun- 
try required that the President should not mark it 
by the sword. ‘The principle contended for by 
gentlemen here, and practised on by the President, 
would authorize us to go to Santa Fé, and would 
sanction the principle of the genteman from Mas- 
sachusetts [Mr. Apams] to take military posses- 
sion of the whole of Oregon, and to treat about it 
hereafter. 

Mr. T. went into a general review and condem- 
nation of the action of the Executive in connexion 
with this matter, and of the inconsistency therewith 
of the prof ssions in his messave of a sincere de- 
sire for the maintenance of peace, &c., denvine that 
the failure of the Mexicans to pay their instalments 
was any justification for the Executive. In case it 
were acasus belli—the propriety as well as the policy 
of considering which, under the circumstances, he 
expressed doubt—he urged that it was a matter ex- 
clusively within the jurisdiction of Congress, If 
the failure to pay honest debts was a just cause for 
killing men, the mflietion of the penalty might com- 
mence at home among our NOn-pay ine State S. 

Because gentlemen were unwilling to affirm a 
proposition in the preamble of the bill, which was 
not necessary to be affirmed, which was not impor- 
tant to the defence of the army or the country, they 
were declared to be unpatriotic, and deserving the 
condemnation of the great mass of the people. But 
he was willing to take the responsibility of it; he 
did not believe it was true, and he would not de- 
clare it. He would vote to send troops, and to 
furnish all necessary supplies for the defence of the 
country. But if this long list of grievances exist- 
ed, what was the need of a preamble ?—of the ex- 
cuse that Mexico had beeun it? Whether it be 
true, depended on nice questions of international 
law. No man could tell where the boundary was; 
it might be fixed by treaty or by the sword. If by 
the latter, it should rightfully be done by this 
House. 
the House, had assumed to do it, and this House 
were to be compelled to support him, or to be de- 
nounced as wanting patriotism. He did not believe 
the allegation of the preamble: he would not vote 
for it; he took the responsibility; and if his renu- 
tation was not sufficient to maintain itself arainst 
those who chose to attack it on this ground, it was 
not worth defence. 

With reference to the other gentlemen who voted 
against it, he had nothing to say; but the declara- 
tion of the gentleman from Massachusetts, (under- 
stood to be Mr. Hunsown,) that the soil between 
the Rio Grande and the Nueces would be polluted 
by displacing Mexican jurisdiction with southern 
institutions, showed him prepared for a repetition 
of the acts of the Essex junto. It was unpatriotic, 
and unsustained by fact. 

Mr. T. concluded, by saying that the Whigs 
were as ready as any gentlemen to vote all neces- 
sary supplies, and take all necessary measures to 
defend the country and repel invasion. 

Mr. CHIPMAN said he had desired at a 
previous day to obtain the floor to reply to the 
eentleman from Ohio, [Mr. DeLano,| and other 
gentlemeffwho had professed to be patriots and 
lovers of the country, but who had heaped upon 
the Executive of the country tirades of abuse and 
aspersion for his conduct in repelling the inva- 
ders of our soil and the enemies of our country. 
He should now be able to do so a little more coolly, 
perhaps, than if he had succeeded in obtaining the 
ear of the Chairman at that time. 

He was satisfied (he proceeded to say) that Fed- 
eralism is ever true to its instincts: he was satisfied 
now, if he never was before, of the truth of the 
proposition formerly laid down by him, which 
had been so much misrepresented, and on which 
so many falseheods, calumnies, and aspersions had 
been uttered and sent forth from this Hal!l—that it 
rose by the force, not of knowledge, (which is 
true,) but by the force of that education which 
teaches man to satisfy himself with the empty pro- 
fession of patriotism on his lips, without the first 
ray of it in his heart; that men were trained to be 
Federalists and opposers of Democracy. Show 
him the man who loudly professed patriotism, 
while at the same time he stood and proclaimed to 
the enemies of the country that the Executive, the 
Commander-in-Chief of the military and naval 
forces of the country, is an aggressor, and he would 
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show you a man as much a traitor at heart as that 
man who commits an overt act of treason. That 
was a patriotism which found its origin in the 
Hartford Convention: it was not that genuine love 
of country which consists in what the gentleman 
from Massachusetts [Mr. Apams] charged on the 
centieman from Ehinow, [Mr. Doverass,] as being 
“low demagoguism.’’ Yes, in the estimate of 
that gentleman, every gentleman was a * low dem- 
azocue’’ who appeals to the patriotism of the coun- 
try in the hour of peril, and insists upon maintain 

ing the rights, dignity, and honor of the country, 
and abates not his ardor in this cause because, for- 
sooth, it is at war with the aspirations of the owls, 
who can enly ride into power again by riding out 
the Executive of the country. The edueation (not 
knowledge) which he proclaimed made Whigs 
was prejudice and bigotry touching the rights and 
the institutions of the country, and that he pro 

tested against. And whenany gentleman charged 
him with declaring that knowledge is at war with 
Democracy, he utters as cross a calumny as ever 
came from the ruler of the regions below. Demoe 

racy was not based on ignorance; but in knowledge, 
in truth, m the love of equal privileges and rights, 
inthe lave of country, of its honor and integrity, 
which is diametrically opposed to ancient Fe deral 

ism, and to modern Federalism dressed in the garb 
of modern W higery, which was a libel and a dis- 
grace upon the country. 

It was objected that the Executive was an ac 
rressor and usurper upon Mexican soil and Mex. 
ican rights when he sent the army of the United 
States into the territory between the Nueces and 
the Rio de! Norte; and the gentleman who had 
just taken his seat | Mr.'Toomsps] was bursting with 
that kind of patriotism that prompted hira when 
the country, tts rights and honor, were at stake, 
to hazard all for the t mporary political object of 
riding down the Executive. The centleman should 
remember that the Executive was placed on a pin- 
nacle to which he could never aspire. 

Admitting, for the sake of argument—a thing 
which he wholly denied in faet—that the country 
between the Nueces and the Rio del Norte—as 
some centlemen contended—was debatable terri- 
tory, still he submitted, with reference to the pro- 
tection of our frontier, of our Mexican border, that 
it was the duty of the Executive to send our army 
to the farthest point necessary to the protection of 
our own rights, to the maintenance of the invio- 
lability of American soil, consistent with the un- 
disputed rivhts of the Mexican Government. The 
American army having preoccupied this which 
was claimed to be disputable soil, would it not be 
as gross an outrage upon American rights for the 
Mexicans to attempt to expel them by force as it 
would be if there was no question about boundary ? 
He submitted this question to intelligent men, and 
the Administration on this were content to abide 
the decision of the country. 

Mr. CC. scouted the idea that we should wait 
until we ascertained whether the Mexican ** Gov- 
ernment’? had declared war before we were to revc- 
ognise its existence. He spoke of the impossibil 
ity of ascertaining what the Mexican Government 
was. It was a military despotism, changing its 
dictatorship annually: to-day,a constitutional Con 
rress convened; to-morrow, a military usurper dis- 
solving that Congress, and declaring laws and con- 
stitution to the Mexican people! But she was a 
‘sister Republic!”? Ah! a “sister Republic!” 
Mexico a Republic! It was a gross, unprine!- 
pled despotism. A ‘sister Republic!’ And yet 
worse than barbarian; regardless of the rights of 
other nations, waging a banditti war upon all who 
love and maintain free institutions. \ ** Repub- 
lic,” forsooth! It seemed to have possessed itself 


. of considerable sympathy on this floor; but whether 


it was on its own account, or for making political 
capital, by putting down the Executive, was ano- 
ther question. The opposition would meet with a 
signal failure when they sought to put down the 
Executive by such means. The gentleman from 
Massachusetts charged them with being “ low 
demagogues.”’ All of them were thus to be de- 
nounced who advocated boldly, fearlessly, equal 
privileges in this country, and who were opposed 
to the dunghill aristocracy which seeks to bolster 
itself up and support itself on the toil of the honest, 
industrious, laboring millions. 

He alluded to the remarks of Mr. DeLano—to 
whose charges upon the Executive he had listened 
with what forbearance he could; and Mr. C. re- 
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pe ated here, in his place, that the ge ntleman did 
eny that this was a war * against Ominipotence. 


[le was had 


rentleman with a view to reply to him, 


listened to the 


marty, who now made so great a hue ind 


sure of this, for he 


tleman’s 
defending the 
Ameri in f nt, Was 


cry against the Administration for 


country, md protecting 


i’ uly 
to barter it away like d for political purpo 
‘or the purpose of vettu r the vole of part of the 


i 
t 
Union, whose hostility they feared, they had lately 
’ 


broueh® into power a man whom they knew to be 
hostile to the principles of their party; and when 
he would not turn round and contradict his w hole 
past history, and submit toa dietator up, they de- 
noun ed him to most us marine term 

fut was this disputed territory? Ele would not 
recapitulate the thet yd aretuments already ad- 


du ed, nit would refer to two, either of which he 
considered cone ve. W hie » Santa Anna, the 
head of thus ** sister Republy this beautiful, this 
patriotic head—this lover of equal rights—this ger 


theeman, whom we tound ta puXxtaposition with cer 


tain other ‘rey lernc 1wW oO nie to prostrate Luis 


Administration Wwhenthis loverot tree institutions 
in Mexico was the prisoner of the ‘Texan army, he 
was released on condition that he and his army 


should retire beyond the Rio Grande, ** the western 


boundary of Texas. (eentiomen easily tound pre- 


text for abusing the Aduinistration \ man nmeht 
lowe country so bad os to be willing to cut the 
throats of one-half of the American citizens. It 
wit range to what excesses patriotism would run. 
"The centleman from Ohio, | Mi CaippINGs, | the ad- 
vi ite of meero plittesin he did pot “uy he wo id 
like to et laves cut the throats of their ma 
ters, but, if he might jadge from his talk, he would 
re et outof bed to save a host of them. He 
thought he would sleep oundiy, although thie 
ies murdered the whole whit population of the 
mith. “This was the petriotism of that gentleman. 


And this was but one ph 


of which there were ma 


e of ancient ederalisin, 


Avain: In 1844, General Woll, who was at the 
head of the army of Mexico and of that military 
despotism, issucd a proclamation (from which Mr. 
TT’. read) to all east of the Rio Grande, whether 
"Texan on Viexiecan — % rt all perso , wherever 
found on the east bank of the river, should be 
treated as traitors to the Repubhe of Mexteo. 
And here Pre sident Polk, without consulting the 
wisdom of Congress—especially as Congress was 
not 1 sSesston had the audacity to become the 
‘ aoerressor” and ** usurper,’’ by sending an army 
to the Rio Grande to defend that country which 
had thus been declared by the head of the Mexi- 


ean despotism to be Wi 


hout their territory. What 
a ‘ usurpel What an outrave on Mexican 
rights! Was it that Mexico shall send 
out banditti across the Rio Grande and murder and 
commit midnight arson? And were we to take no 
notice of Ht. and to adopt no measures for the de- 


.} 
nothin 


fence of our people and of our territory? Oh! 
what an outrage! Llow Amertean history would 
blacken at such an outrage on thie part of the Kx- 


ecutive, in repelling the invasion of our soil, and 
American citizens! The 
constituency of the wentleman from Georgia micht 


avenging the murder of 


approve the patriotism which should arraign the 
kixecutive for this; they might admire that hind 
of patriotism which plays around the head, but 


never touches the heart—which was as wordy as 
negro-philism, which consists of words without 
action; but he thoucht 1 would meet the condem- 
pation of the entire yy ople, 

He alluded to the position of Mr. Drtano, that, 
on this que stion, Justice and honor were m conflict, 
and commented upon what he 
surdity. ‘Talk about the injustice of prosecuting 
a war against Mexico! He long 
series of outraves and aggressions committed by 
her upon our citizens, W hich would imperative ly 
have calied for redress long since, had it not been 
for her ‘situation as a weak, distracted nation. In 
the name of Heaven, of justice, and humanity, 
were we to be told that justice forbade our prose- 
cuting a war against sucha nation! Such a dec- 
laration cheek of American 
citizeus. He looked 
upon the man who advanced such a sentiment as 
equadly a traitor with the man who committed an 
overt act of treason against his country. How 
unoflending American citizens to be 
murdered by the armies of a military despotism ? 
ln former days, the declaration “* lam a Roman 


considered its ab- 


spoke of the 


the 
It was traitorous in heart. 


should crimson 


} 
hones 


were 


citizen,’? was an impenetrable shield to secure the 
persons and property of the citizens; and in this 
only true Republie which earth had ever seen, 
were we to be taught that it was a lie to say that 
war had commenced, when some fifteen or twenty 
American citizens had been murdered?) This Gov- 
ernment would be derelict to ts duty, would sub- 


ject itself to the charge of cowardice, and want of 


patriotism, if it did not march an American army 
to the city of Mexico, and there dictate an honor- 
able peace, and demand the execution of justice 
upon these outlaws, these murderers, who claimed 
the shield of their law when was no law. 
Before the war should be te rminated, without full 
and ample inde nity, hae would exterminate eve ry 
bloodhound from the soil of Mexico. 

The gentleman from Georgia spoke of the Exec- 
ulive as in a position which needed to be explain- 
ed and defended by hts The Executive 
was in no dilemma that called upon him or any 


other gentleman on this floor to come to his rescue. 


there 


friends. 


Hie was sustained, cordially, warmly sustained by 
the unanimous voice, feeling, and patriotism of thi 
country, and would prosecute the war to a success- 
ful termination. 

Mr. GRIDER addr: 
his hour. 


sed the committee during 
He protested against and condemned 
the manner in which supplies had been voted 
r the pre unble recognising 
the existence of war, and declaring it to be the re- 
sult of the act of Mexico, utterly needless, and 
such as many who were in favor of voting supplies 
eould not subseribe to. He vindicated the right of 
rentliomen to vote upon sue ha question, as we Has 
all others, on their own individual responsibility to 
their lle dwelt upon what he con- 

dered the arbitrary justice and tyranny of par- 
ty, Which had foreed that bill through, when (he 
said) there was no necessity for such haste, with- 
out allowing the minority to explain their views at 


1} 
all on the 


>! 
me 


for the army, consideri 


constituents 


tle believed that war had been 
made by the Executive, in usurpation of the plain 
powe! ‘ 


sub ye oo 


of Congress, and in a manner wholly un- 
sary. Notwithstanding this, he and his con- 
stituents were ready to prosecute it and bring it to 
a successful termination. 

He arraigned the general course of the Admin- 
istration in the conduct of our affairs with Me X1co, 
especially charging them with a lack of patience 
and skill therein, and an indisposition to take ad- 
vantage of the disposition for negouation which 
appeared on the part of the Mexican Government 
throughout the correspondence. ‘Phe Executive had 
produced the war, and he might have produced 
peace. Ele condemned the failure to send a special 
Minister to settle the affair of Texas, as was in- 
vited by the Mexican Government, as the Execu- 
tive (he argued) would have done, had be been 
sincerely desirous of peace, and as would have in- 
sured pe ice. He also expressed his disapproba- 
tion of the course of menace and threat held out 
against Mexico, (as if to compel her to negotia- 
tion,) in the presence of our fleet at Vera Cruz, 
and (when that was withdrawn at her request) of 
our army, first at Corpus Christ, and then ad- 
vaneed to Matamoras, with their guns pointed di- 
rectly into that town. As an honest man, when 
we had to do with an imbecile, distracted nation, 
he would scorn all attempts to compel her to a 
certain course by threat or intimidation; he would 
scorn to take such advantage of a nation who was 
crouching at our feet, (as it were,) and, in every 
letter of the correspondence of her Minister, plead- 
ing for peace, if it could be had on honorable terms. 

W ith reference to previous boundaries of Texas, 
he contended it was entirely immaterial, and that 
they were all superseded by the terms of the reso- 
lution of annexation, which, in express terms, 
reserved to the Government the power of fixing 
the boundary. It was to be fixed by negotiation; 
and if the Executive had sent a special Minister, 
if he had been patient, if he had pursued the spirit 
of the resolutions of annexation, if he had not, in 
the very face of these resolutions, assumed to fix 
the boundary and plant the army there, he would 
have had no occasion to make a requisition of 
men or money to prosecute this war. It was an 
Ixecutive war, with whomsoever it was com- 
menced, whether by Mr. Polk or Mr. Tyler. But 
now, that we were in war, that war was to be 
maintained, and would be maintained by himself 
and his constituents. 

Mr. TIBBATTS then withdrew his pending 
amendment, intending to renew it hereafter, 
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Mr. T. then yielded the floor to a motion tha: 
, ) at the 
committee rise; which being agreed to, 
The committee rose and reported. 
The SPEAK ER laid before the House the 
lowing Executive communication: 


TREASURY DerpartMent, May 14. 184: 
Sir: [have the honor to transmit a copy of the ‘ i 
ary orders issued froin this department directiye 
venue vessels to cruise at seaduring the winter months 
the purpose of seeking and conveying succor to | en . 
merchant vessels, with a list of vessels spoken, 
and relieved from distress during the past winter, emlya 
part of the month of December and the months of J 


lie ¢ 


borsd 


. #aAlil 

February, and March. 7 
I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, vouy 

dient servant, R. J. WALKER. 


Sec retary of the Trea 
lion. J. W. Davis, ; 


Speuker of the House of Representetives. 
TEXAN MAIL SERVICE. 

Mr. HOPKINS said that, in consequence of t] 
delay in acting on a resolution from the Senay 
which had been pending a long time in this Hous 
the whole mail service in Texas was now in a 
of suspension. He would, therefore, move that t}. 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the U , 
to which is committed the joint resolution prov 
ding for temporary mail service in Texas, be 
charged from the consideration thereof. 

The motion was agreed to, and 

The House proceeded to the consideration of th: 
resolution. 

It was read, and is as follows: 

Resolved by the Senate ond House of Representatives 
of the United States of slinerica in Congress assembled, 
"That the Postmaster General be, and he is her 
authorized to continue the mail service now exi 
ing in ‘Texas, under the laws and authority 
‘Texas, or such part thereof as in his judi 
the public interest may require, from the time t! 
Texas becomes a State in this Union until 
tracts can be made and the mail service put 
operation on the post routes in ‘Texas established 
by Congress at its present session. 

The resolution was read the third time, passed, 
and returned to the Senate. 

A motion was made to adjourn. Ne 
although a quorum did not vote. 

Mr. MeKAY asked that the amendments of 1 
Senate to the Indian Appropniation Pill be ce 
up for the purpose of reference to the Commitee 
of Ways and Means. 

Mr. J.Q. ADAMS objected to doing any bus 
ness until it was ascertained whether a quort m 
were present, and moved that there be a call ot 
the House. Nevgatived. 

And then the House adjourned. 


Ais 


Palived, 


IN SENATE. 
Tvespay, Mey 19, 1846. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN presented a memorial from 
the surveyors and inspectors of the revenue at 
Louisville, Cincinnati, St. Louis, Pittsbure, Nash- 
ville, and Wheeling, and from merchants in each 
of the several cities, asking the establishment of 
ports of entry and the appointment of collectors 
at those places; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce 

Mr. BENTON presented a petition from A. H 
Yarnall for a pension; which was referred to the 
Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. CAMERON presented memorials from the 
city and county of Philadelphia, asking the estab- 
lishment of a national foundry within the State of 
Pennsylvania; which were referred to the Commit- 
tee on Military Affairs. 

Also, several memorials from citizens of Penn- 
sylvania and from female inhabitants of Philadel 
phia, praying the abolishment of slavery from the 
United Siates. 

The motion to receive, in the latter case, was, 
without any formal action, laid on the table. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. BENTON, from the Committee on Military 
Affairs, reported a bill supplemental to an act enti 
tled ““An act providing for the prosecution of the 
‘existing war between the United States and the 
‘Republic of Mexico, and for other purposes; 
which was read a first and second time. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, from the Com- 
mittee on Pensions, made an adverse report on the 
petition of Samuel Hartwell; which was ordé red 
to be printed. 


Mr. ATHERTON, from the Committee on 
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Foreign Relations, made an adverse report in 
writing, asking to be discharged from the further 
consideration of the memorial of the owners of the 
rivateer brig General Armstrong. 

The bill to provide for the adjustment of all sus- 
pended pre-emption claims in the several States 
and ‘Territories, was read a third ume and passed. 

The bill for the relief of Mrs, Pike, widow of 
she late General Pike, was considered in commit- 
we of the whole, and, after having been explained 
and advocated by Mr. BENTON, was ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading. 

Mr. JARNAGIN moved to postpone all the 
ior orders, With a view to take up the bill for the 
relief of George Maybee; which motion prevailed ; 
and after the bill was explained and advocated by 
Mr. J., was ordered to be engrossed, and was sub- 
sequently read a third time and passed. 

Mr. LEWIS called up the bill from the House 
making appropriations for the Post Office Depart- 
ment for the year ending on the 30th June, 1847. 

Mr. SPEIGHT said he should raise no objec- 
tion to the passage of the bill, for it was necessary 
that the appropriations should be passed, in order 
that the operations of the post office might be car- 
ried on; but he would feel much better satisfied if 
some of the principles of the old post office law 
were incorporated in the bill. He had hoped that 
before this tme the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads would have reported a bill, if not 
fur the repeal of the act of the last session, at least 
“9 to modify it as to make it more acceptable to 
that portion of the country in which he lived. He 
revarded that act as one of the vreatest abomina- 
tion. It was literally laying a tax upon the people 
for the purpose of defraying the expenses of a de- 
partment which theretofore had paid its own ex- 
penses. Senators might consider this mere idle 
assertion, but he was prepared with proofs to show 
that it was but the handmaid of another measure 
jor taxing the portion of the country in which he 
lived for the benefit of other portions. It had here- 
tofore been the policy of this Government to make 
the Post Office Department defray its own ex- 
penses, and under the operation of that policy he 
believed there had never been any complaint. As 
lie had already said, it was not his intention to op- 
pose the passage of this bill, but he was desirous 


ularly in reference to letter postage. The present 
law was objectionable in many forms. All those 
facilities heretofore afforded for travel within his 
own State were very nearly destroyed by it. He 
had letters and authenticated documents, showing 
that almost every stage line within the State of 
Mississippi would be broken up. Where stages 
could be kept running without mail engagements, 
of course the same objections did not exist; but 
his portion of the country, a portion which con- 
tributed more than any other to the support of the 
department, derived the least advantage from it. 
He concluded by asking the chairman of the Com- 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads whether 


lie intended to bring forward, during the present | 


session, any measure for the repeal or modification 
of that law? 

Mr. NILES said the committee had not yet 
deemed it their duty to consider the subject of re- 
pealing or essentially changing that act. The ob- 
jects contemplated by the act, instead of being 


relinquished, ought, he thought, to be continued, | 


in order that its benefits might be more fully tested. 
he Senator from Mississippi was not here when 
that act was passed, and was probably not aware 
of the views taken at that time in regard to it. He 
was somewhat surprised, he confessed, at the 
‘weeping denunciations made by the honorable 
Senator against an act which, in his opinion, was 
more generally and universally beneficial to all 
classes of citizens than any other. The honorable 
“enator told them that it had not only acted inju- 


riously and oppressively upon his constituents in | 


revard to the mail service, but that it was going to 
break up the stage lines. 
would be, to oceasion the forming of contracts at 
4 lower rate than had hitherto been done, and con- 


sequently abridge, in some measure, the accommo: | 
But would the Senator | 


dation afforded for travel. 
say that there was not a direct and positive benefit 
accruing to the Government by the reduction of 
the expenses of the Department? The new law 
had only been in operation during three quarters 


of the year, and the number of letters had rapidly 
increased. 


Perhaps the effect | 
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deficiency in the revenue after the system had gone 
fully into operation. ; 

Mr. SEVIER suggested that this discussion did 
not properly enter into the consideration of the pres- 
ent bill, which was merely to carry out the exist- 
ing law. : 

Mr. CALHOUN asked of the chairman of the 
committee what was the amount of the filling-off 
in the postages for the last year? 

Mr. NILES said the returns only ineluded the 
operation of the bill for six months, and the falling 
off had been from 40 to 45 per cent. 

Mr. SEVIER read a portion of the report of the 
Postmaster General as to the receipts and expend- 
itures. 

Mr. SPEIGHT W ished it to be understood that 
he was not opposing the passare of the bill. He 
knew it was necessary that it should be passed. 
But he saw in it an appropriation of a million for 
the compensation of postmasters, and he wished 
some information on the subject of the extraordi- 
nary opinion given by the Attorney General, and 
whether it had been, and was intended to be, acted 
on. He desired to know if the law givine com- 
pensation to the postmasters in the former mode 
had heen repealed. 

Mr. NILES explained that the postmasters paid 
their own salaries out of their commissions, so that 
the money never eame into the public treasury at 
all. Under the new law the duties had been very 
creatly increased, while the amount of commissions 
had seriously diminished. The law had taken away 
the perquisites of these officers; and unless there 
was some other mode of compensation provided, 
the department could not be sustained. 

Mr. SPEIGHT asked if he was to understand 
that, by the existing law, the postmasters were au- 
thorized to retain in their hands their commissions, 
without paying them over, while, at the same time, 
we are asked for a million of dollars to compensate 

*them? 

Mr. NILES said the appropriation was to cover 
the deficiency caused by this retention of their com- 
missions. 

Mr. CALHOUN expressed a wish that the bill 
should be passed over for the present. It was very 
important that further information should be ob- 


Se thi \, tained as to the manner in which the new system 
of reinstating the principles of the old law, partic | 


was working, and he hoped there would be no ob- 
jection to a little delay. 

After a few words from Mr. Simmons, the bill® 
was then informally passed over. 


FRENCH SPOLIATIONS. 


And, on motion of Mr. SPEIGHT, the Senate 
proceeded to the special order, being the bill to 
make indemnity to claimants for French spolia- 
tions prior to 1801. 

Mr. MOREHIEAD was in favor of the bill, and 
oceupied the Senate till the hour of adjournment, 
without concluding. His argument was a legal 
and logical reasoning on the subject. He admitted, 
after the provoking fulness of discussion and illus- 
tration poured forth by the Senator from Delaware, 


|| (Mr. Crayton, ] that he could scarcely be expected 


to present any newness of detail; and, with a view 
to avoid the repetitions which he would scarcely 
be able to avoid, if he kept the same track, he ad- 
dressed himself chiefly to the grounds and facts by 
which the Senator from New York [Mr. Drx] had 
sustained his opposition to the bill. He went into 
a historical statement of facts connected with the 
claims appropriated for in that bill, so far as to 
make his argument clear and comprehensible; and 
reviewed all the transactions connected with the 
treaties between the French Republic and the Uni- 
ted States, and the events of the period when these 
spoliations took place. 

Soon after three o’clock, his argument being yet 
unfinished, Mr. Morenrap yielded the floor to a 
motion for adjournment. 

The Senate then adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuespay, May 19, 1846. 

The Journal of yesterday (having been read in 
part only) was approved. 

Mr. McK AY moved that the House resolve it- 
self into Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union. 

Mr. McCLERNAND urgently requested Mr. 
McKay to withdraw the motion. The gentleman 


He believed that there would be no | would recollect that there was a special order set 
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apart for to-morrow and the two following days, 
for the consideration of bills relating to the Ter- 
ritories. He (Mr. MeC.) had a report relating to 
a Territory, and unless he made it now it could 
not be printed in time. 

Mr. McKAY declined to withdraw the motion. 

And the question thereon having been taken, and 
decided in the allirmative, 

‘The House resolved itself into Committee of the 


Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Coss, of 
Georgia, in the chair.) 


ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL. 

The committee resumed the consideration of the 
bill making appropriations for the support of the 
army for the year ending on the 30th June, 1847, 
and the pending amendments. 

Mr. TIBBATTS was entitled to the floor, but 
yielded at the request of 

Mr. JAMES A. BLACK, who eave notice that 
he would hereafter offer the following amendment: 

Re it further enacted, ‘That all laws now in foree, so fal 
as they allow double or additional rations to officers com 
manding a separate post, station, district, or division of the 
army, Whatever, be, and the same is hereby, repealed. 

nd be it further enacted, That the fifteenth section of an 
actentitled * An act to increase the present military estab 
lishment of the United States, and for other purposes,”? ap 
proved the oth July, P8ue, be, and the same is hereby, re 
pealed 

Mr. BLACK having read the 15th section of the 
act of IS38, proposed to be repealed, said: My ob- 
ject in offering these two additional sections to the 
bill is to equalize the pay of the officers of the reg- 
ular army with those who are now coming into ser- 
vice to fieht the battles of the country side by side 
with them. Many of our most valuable citizens 
are now coming into the field as officers, and many 
of them doubtless at a great sacrifice of their pri- 
vate interests. Justice and sound policy require that 
there should be no distinction between officers of 
the same grade as to pay. 

The first section abolishes double, or additional 
rations. -I'his is an allowance made to officers 
who may command a separate military post, dis- 
trict, or division of the army. Of these there are 
from thirty to fifty posts, as near as Lean ascertain. 
At this time, when our active army is in the field, 
those gentlemen who are left in command of dou- 
ble-ration posts have decidedly the lightest duties 
to perform, and there is surely no reason that they 
should draw more pay than officers of the same 
grade who have fought or may fight our battles in 
the field. 

The object of the second section is to repeal the 
longevity or service ration allowed by the law of 
1838. By the law of 1838, an officer under the 
crade of general is allowed one additional ration 
for every five years he has been in service, although 
he may have passed through all the grades from a 
second lieutenant up to colonel. By this law the 
compensation to officers 1s so varied that it is im- 
possible to increase the pay or allowances to our 
volunteer officers so as to equalize them. ‘To make 
them equal you must repeal the double and service 
rations now allowed in our regular army. If this 
should reduce the pay of our officers too low, then 
we can inerease it, but increase all alike. If it 
would make the pay of the regular officers too 
low, the pay of our volunteer officers Is now too 
low. Allow me to state a case or two in point. I 
do it in no unkindness to the gentlemen named, 
who, I doubt not, are meritorious officers. I know 
them not. 

Colonel Walbach, of the 4th artillery, commands 
Fortress Monroe, near Norfolk, Virginia. He now 
receives, as colonel, six rations per day; as com- 
manding officer, six rations per day; as service ra- 
tions, he having been above forty-five years in 
service, nine rations per day: making twenty-one 
rations per day—which, at twenty cents per ration, 
is #4 20 per day, or $1,533 per annum for rations 
only. Now, if our ablest citizen should go into 
the service as a colonel of volunteers, or in com- 
mand of the rifle regiment now added to the arm 
of the United States, and were to go into the field, 
braving climate and battle, he could only draw 
while in the army, unless he commanded it, six 
rations per day, which is $1 20—$3 per day less 
than Colonel W., and $1,095 per annum less. 

Take another case: 

Captain G. S. Drane, of the second aaneey 
commands Fort Mifflin, near Philadelphia. As 
captain he draws four rations per day; as com- 


| manding officer, four rations per day; and as ser- 


vice rations, six rations per day: making fourteen 


& 





840 


rations per day—which, at twenty cents each, is 
$2 80 per day, and amounts to $1,022 per annum. 
Now, a captain going into the Juld from private 
life, would get bat four rations, or eighty cents per 
day, which 1s $730 less per annum for rauions only 
than Captain Drane is now by law entitled to. 
This oueht not to be the case, and should be cor- 
rected, 

Mr. TIBBATTS sent up to the Che rk’s table 
the modified amendment which he proposed im lieu 
of that formerly offered and withdrawn last even 
iw. The amendment was read, as tollows: 

* That from and atter the passage of this act, to 
‘the end of the present war, there shall be added 
‘to the present pay of the non-commussioned offi- 
‘cers, music ians, and privates of the army of the 

per month; and there 
‘shall be, and hereby is, granted 160 acres of land 


United States, three dollai 


toevery non-commissioned officer, musician, and 
private, Who shall volunteer to serve the United 
States, and who shall serve faithfully to the end 


of the war. And if any such volunteer, having 
volunteered to serve to the end of the war, shail 
be killed in battle, or in the service of the United 
‘States, before the close of the war, then his heirs 
‘ shall receive the said 160 acre 
tnanner as he would have received the same had 
‘he lived and served to the end of the war.’’ 
We find ourselves ( Mr. T. proce eded tos yj) ina 
war—whether rightfully or wrongfully, he would 


But whether 


sof Jand in the same 


consider in the course of his remarks. 
rightfully or wronetully, it became us to put our 
selves in a condition to prosecu € that war with 
viror and effect. We owe it not only to economy, 
but to humanity, because the longer the war con- 


’ 


tinues, the vreater must be the loss of life to both 
countries 
policy with a view to the saving of money, is poor 
Instead of so do- 


To commence this war ona migvardiy 


economy and miserable policy. 
ine—as we did in the last war—we ought to hold out 
every reasonable inducement to men to go into that 
wir for the purpose of compl ting at as speedily as 
possible, In the last war, he had understood, such 
Ww is the principle of pitiful, mig rardly economy prac- 
tised on, that when the cnemy were iivading oul 
capital the flints furnished our army were counted 
out. for the purpose of keeping the accounts pre 
cisely correct. It was vo wonder, When such had 
been our prin iple of action, that our ¢ apitol Was 
burnt by an mvading enemy. Ele had no refer- 
ence to Buncombe, no popular favor to court in the 
views which he expressed, or the amendment 
which he offered. It was well known that he had 
long since expressed a determination to retire from 
public life at the expiration of his present term of 
service. He had no ulterior views, therefore, in 
offering this amendment, but did it merely as an 
act of justice to our countrymen who may engae 
in this war, and with a view to economy and ha- 
manity. 

It was areued by gentlemen on thus floor that we 
should rely on the patriousm of our people to have 
our army filled. He granted and believed that there 
was no ‘more patriotism on the face of the earth 
than existed among our people, but other induce- 
ments, he urged, should be held out to them in ad- 
dition. The creat body of the volunteers on whom 
we were to rely were the yeomanry of the country. 
We had authorized to be withdrawn trom the 
laborers of the country fifty thousand men. Their 
places must be supplied at home; others must be 
procured to do ther work, and their wives and 
children, and aged fathers and mothers whom they 


left behind, must be provided for. The Govern- 
i 


ment, then, independent of the considerauon of 


patriotism, must place it in the power of these men 
to supply their places during their absence, and to 
make provision for their families at home. W ould 
gentlemen, then, say that seven dollars a month 
was a consideration which would cover up these 
Seven dollars was the pay which 
we gave in time of peace to the privates in our 
army when lounging about our garrisons and for- 
tresses, with their wives and children—if they 
have any—near them. It would happen that those 
who were least able to bear losses would be first to 
enlist themselves; and in their zeal and readiness 
to serve their country, they should not be allowed 
; : We began 
the last war with offering a bounty of only sixteen 
dollars, and ended it with a bounty of one hundred 
and forty-four dollars—an extravagance which was 
brought upon us necessarily from the niggardly 
manner in which we commenced it. We had re- 


responsibiliues ? 


to incur losses and embarrassments. 


cently passed a law authorizing the companies in 
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{| ce - te eS 7 ; 
| of Mr. Davis, who declared that this war 


our army to be increased to the number of one | 


hundred in each. In time of peace, before this 
enlargement, when the number was forty-two in 
each company, they were not filled while this low 
pay of seven dollars was given. How, then, in 
ume of war, could we expect to fill them, and that, 
too, to one hundred men m each company, unless 
we made provision for an increase of pay? 

This was with reference to the regular army. 
But this country was to depend upon volunteers 
in lume of war. Kvery inducement, therefore, 
should be held out to them, and to enlist to remain 
tu service during the war. We had experienced 
in the last war the bad eifects of short enlistments, 
when they were enrolled for six months, and by 
the tume they were fairly drilled and prepared for 
eiheient service, the time came for them to return 
home. ‘lo obviate this difficulty, therefore, he 


, proposed by the amendment which he had offered, 


that one hundred and sixty acres of land, addi- 
tional to the increased pay of $3 per month during 
the war, should be given to those who enlist and 
serve during the war, and, in case they die, to 
their heirs. : 

Mr. ig would now proceed to notice the argu- 
ments advanced, and the positions taken, by his 
colleagues, [Mr. G. Davis and Mr. Griver.| ‘The 
news reeeived last evening from the seat of war 
was cheering news to every American bosom. It 
was no more, howeve r, than he had expec ted from 
the able General who commands the American 
army, and the eallant oMeers and soldiers under 
his command. tle took the occasion to congratu- 
late this Hlouse and the country on the glorious 
result of the engavement, of which we received 
intelligence by the last mail. There was nothing 
that could serve to dampen the feelings of any 
American breast upon this subject, except it were 
the course this debate had taken, and the argu- 
Miehts and Poston ;W hich some et nullemen had 
assumed here. He would not impugn the patriot- 
ism of his colleagues, both on their own account, 
and on account of the constituency they represent, 
The y came from a State which never had produced 
a traitor to his country, and which he trusted in 
God never will. But he was surprised at the 
course his colleagues had taken in debate, and he 
could ascribe it to nothing else than that they have 
for the moment allowed the feelings and excile- 
ments of partisanship to blind their usually clear 
views. Hts colleague who first addressed the com- 
mittee, [Mr. G. Davis,] charged that war was 
caused, not by the Mexican Government, but by 
the President of the United States; by a usurpa- 
tion of power not delegated to him. This was 
strange language for a gentleman who, he knew, 
had as warm feelings as any one towards his coun- 
try. Was it the time for such a declaration? The 
country was ina state of war; should we dampen 
the ardor of our volunteers?—or should we not 
rather encourage them to buckle on their armor 
and march for the defence of the countrv? The 
eentleman tells his constituents to volunteer, but 
at the same time he declares that this is an unjust 
and unconstituuional war: that the President, who, 
he says, has made it, is a usurper—that he has 
trampled upon the Constitution of his country. 
Are these the means for aiding the Government to 
enter and prosecute this war with reasonable hopes 
of success? His other colleague [Mr. GRIDER] 
said to his constituents, Go, defend your country; 
but the war is unnecessarily, unwisely brought on 
by the President; the Mexican Government was 
willing to receive a special commissioner to settle 
this difficulty, but the President would not send 
one. Mr. ‘I’. also alluded to the declaration of 
the gentlemen from Ohio, [Mr Roor and Mr. 
Denano,| the former of whom had said that our 
country was most notoriously in the wrong, that 
this was an unnecessary and damnable war, that 
the preamble of the bill declared a lie, and that 
the war was brought on, not by Mexico, but by 
the President of the United States; and the latter 
of whom had drawn so vivid a picture of our army 
being cut down by fevers, malarias, &c., that they 
would be slain by the hand of God, and that the 
brave Mexicans, looking down from their fast- 
nesses upon them, would see them sacrificed by 
the intluences of an unfavorable climate, &c. This 
might be patriousin, but the people would hardly 
think so. ; 

But Mr. T. proceeded to inquire as to the cor- 
rectness of the positions of his colleagues; and first, 


May 19, 


Was 


brought on, not by the Mexican Goy ernment, bus 


by the unconstitutional act of the President—}y 
the invasion of Mexican territory. The gent! man 
had referred to ancient atlasses and yecords to 
show that the territory between the Nueces and 
the Rio Grande was Mexican territory. Mr. T 
brietly examined his arguments—the whol; 
port and effect of which (he said) was to 
what Spain elaimed. But he now came to the 
boundary of 'Pexas, as established by faets of mod 
ern times. On a former occasion he had refi rred 
to many distinguished statesmen, to show thar +), 
lower Rio Grande was the boundary of Towas 
He had also referred to the treaty between Santa 
Anna and the authorities of Texas in 1836, hee 
which he agreed to abandon all the country eas: 
of the Rio Grande. ‘The'Texans were contend) > 
for the ancient boundary of Louisiana—the RP. 
Grande. ‘Though we parted with them unconsi; 
tutionally—though we could set up no claim to thy 
inhabitants of the territory we ceded to Spain- 
they were not more bound to abide by it than the 
inhabitants of Kentucky would be by a treaty 
which should cede them to Spain. 


pur- 
show 


The inhab; 
tants of that territory protested against it,and neve 
submitted to the jurisdiction of Spain. 

But gentlemen contended that there was no leva! 
force to the treaty entered into by Santa Anna, by 
which he acknowledged the Rio Grande to be the 
boundary between Mexico and ‘Texas: but that 
Mexico was morally bound to it, there could bs 
no doubt. She had received all the advantaves 
of it. The Texans had Santa Anna and his army 
in their possession; they had the right to put 
them to death as they had the Texans whom they 
had murdered like sheep at the shambles. A large 
and honorable party in ‘Texas insisted that they 
should be tried by the laws as murderers; but 19 
consideration of their agreement to withdraw bhe- 
yond the western boundary of ‘Texas—the Ri 
Grande—they were released. By accepting of the 
benefits accruing from it, therefore, Mexico, in 
effect, ratified this treaty. 

In order to show that Mexico considered the 
Rio Grande the boundary, he read from the proc 
lamation of General Cos in 1844, after the expira- 
tion of the armistice, that every individual found 
within the territory one league from the left bank 
of the Rio Grande would be considered as a trai 
tor. All the Texans, from the Rio Grande to the 
boundary of the United States, were devoted from 
that day to fire and sword; and the very town of 
Laredo, to which his colleague had referred, was 
included in this order. 

The Texan Congress, by act of December, 1835 
(from which he read,) declared their western 
boundary to be the Rio del Norte. His colleagu 
said that no mere act of the Texan Congress could 
give Texas that country. He admitted this; but 
this showed the boundary to which the Republi 
of Texas claimed; this boundary was established 
by the organic law of Texas, as admitted into the 
Union. This district between the Rio Grande and 
the Nueces, as was seen from Texan geogra- 
phies, which were more to the point than Spanish 
ones, composed a part of the county of San Pa- 
tricio, which was represented in the convention 
which, since the passage of the first resolution 
for annexation, adopted the constitution of Texas; 
it also composed a part of a senatorial district of 
Texas, and part of a congressional district, to 
represent which on this floor a member was now 
elected. 

Mr. G. DAVIS made some remark to Mr. T., 
which was not heard. 

Mr. TIBBATTS. Certainly; he was about to 
refer to the same thing. By the 3d section, 13th 
article, of the constitution of Texas, (he proceeded 
to say,) it was declared that all the laws then in 
force in the Republic of Texas, not repugnant to 
the Constitution of the United States, to the reso- 
lutions of annexation, and the constitution of 
Texas, shall remain in full force. This act, then, 
of the Texan Congress, declaring the Rio Grande 
to be the boundary by this 3d section, became 4 
vart of the organic law of Texas; and with a 
ieneniodans that Texas thus claimed to the Rio 
Grande, and that it was thus represented in con- 
vention, and in both Houses of her Legislature, 
we adopted ‘Texas as a State, and with her all her 
rights and responsibilities to foreign Gevernments. 
We reserved, it was true, as his colleague claime¢, 
the right to settle the boundary; but the quesuol! 
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was not as to the clear right of boundary, but as 
to the action of the Executive in this matter. His 
-olleatue admitted, as he had demonstrated on a 
previous day, that a defensive war may be made 
hy the President, or by a State, when necessary to 
repel actual invasion. Now, suppose that, instead 
of the President of the United States, the Governor 
of Texas had called on the troops to repel the 
threatened invasion on this territory, he presumed 
no gentleman would doubt but the Governor might 
<end his forces into the territory between the Rio 
Grande and the Nueces; and not only this, but it 
would have been his duty so to have done, be- 
» the constitution and law under which he 
was acting, and which he was bound to support, 
made it his duty to protect the territory of the 
State. And, so far as related to a defensive war, 
the President had the same rights, and the same 
duties and obligations, to repel actual or threatened 
wyvasion, a8 the Governor of the State would have 
iad. He asked his other colleague, [Mr. Gri- 
pen.| to allow him to put him a question; he de- 
cined. He (Mr. T. ) now put the same question 
to his colleague and to the committee, viz: Is the 
President of the United States the Government of 
the United States? 

Mr. DAVIS, (in his seat.) No. 

Mr. TIBBATTS, (resuming.) What right, 
then, has the President of the United States to de- 
cide where the boundary is ?—to go to the Nueces 
and no farther, when the constitution and the 
law of Texas say that the boundary is at the Rio 
Grande? Whenever this Government say that the 
boundary, is notat the Rio Grande, he may not go 
there; until then, he has no judgement, no right in 
the matter. His colleague, in arguing that the 
President should assume the Nueces to be our 
boundary; argued that the President should usurp 
adangerous power, and presume to define the 
boundary of a State. 

Mr. DAVIS interposed with another remark, 
which was lost at the left of the Chair. 

Mr. TIBBATTS, (resuming,) further contended 
that the President had no control over the matter; 
that the government of the State alone was en- 


cause 


| by discussion. 


titled, as a general principle, to settle the question | 


of boundary; but in this case the power was ex- 
pressly given to the United States; and it was the 


duty of the President to defend the territory as 


claimed by the States and Territories. 


Dut his other colleague, [Mr. Griver,] seeing the 


weakness of his colleague’s [Mr. Davis’s] argu- 
ment, took another ground, and said the war was 


brought on because the President did not send a | 


speclal commissioner to Mexico. Now, Mexico 


agreed to receive a Minister Plenipotentiary, (Mr. | 
. read from the correspondence to show this fact;) | 


} 


ut when the Envoy got there, Mexico would treat 
on nothing but the matter of Texas. Her refusal 
to receive Mr. Slidell was a mere subterfuge; cer- 
tainly,a Minister Plenipotentiary had as full pow- 
ers on the subject of Texas as a special commis- 
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the weakness of that Government and because she 
happened to be called a ** republic.”’ 

Mr. T. was proceeding to say, that, by sending 
a special minister to negotiate about Texas alone, 
we should clearly admit that we had no right to 
annex Texas without the consent of Mexico, 
when his hour expired. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE obtained the floor. They 
had under discussion (he remarked) an ordinary 
appropriation bill for the support of the army; but, 
in consequence of the existing state of things, and 
of the increase of that army which had been pro- 
vided for during the present session, it had become 
necessary to make this appropriation larger than 
usual; and hence gentlemen had, appropriately 
perhaps, taken this opportunity of discussing our 
relations with Mexico, and of commenting with 
severity on the conduct of the President. How- 
ever the motives and objects of gentlemen might 
be unjustifiable in this attack, yet he and his 
friends would have no cause ultimately to regret 
it. Their fierce denunciations would but the more 
strongly draw public attention to his conduct, and 
the result of the examination must be an approval 
of his conduct, and a condemnation of his assail- 
ants. 

The President was fiercely and gravely charged 
with having unconstitutionally, and on his own 
responsibility, involved this country in war. It 
was a grave charge, and it ought not to be made 
without some show at least of evidence to sus- 
tain It. 

But before going into an examination of the ques- 
tion, whether or not war was made by us upon 
Mexico, he begred leave to say a word of the 
complaints uttered upon the passage of the bill 
which might be called the war bill—that gentlemen 
were not permitted an opportunity to discuss it. 
Tt was a grievous cause of complaint to gentlemen 
that, while our army was suffering, while they 
were cut off in detachments, and were in peril, they 
could not be allowed to postpone and delay action 
Did gentlemen desire to deliberate 
for a moment whether they would furnish supplies 
to the army of the country which was placed in 
perilous circumstances? He was a halting and 
hesitating patriot who desires to pursue such a 
policy. But it had been represented that there was 
no precedent for so hasty action. Mr. D. desired 
to point to one as far back as December, 1807, 
which oceurred in the Senate of the United States 
on the passage of the embargo act. Mr. Jefferson 
sent a message to Congress recommending the 


| passage of an embargo act on the 18th of Decem- 


| ber, 1807; and a bill to that effect passed the Sen- 


sioner would have; but they did not wish to treat | 
‘out the debts due from that Government to us. | 


All he was surprised at was, that the President of 
the United States did not send in a war message 
‘efore they had gone to murdering our citizens. 
They had confiscated our property to the amount 
of millions; they had acknowledged the debt, and 
sull refused to pay. Mr. T. cited an instance 


which had occurred during the present session, of | 
aship of a citizen of the United States, (whose | 


name was not heard,) which was driven into Mat- 


‘moras and confiscated, and the owner thrown into | 


prison, An ‘unjust’? war! 
ronvinee the people so. The President of the 
United States, instead of usurping power, had only 


performed a duty. Instead of urging on a war, he 


Gentlemen could not | 


had done everything he could to avoid it—a great || 
\ pr . . . 
“eal more than he would have been justified in | 


Ins e 
Gung to any other nation. Our course towards 


Mexico had’ been marked by continued and long | 


forbearance. As long back as 1829, General Jack- 
‘on recommended a declaration of war against 


Mexico for her repeated aggressions on the prop- 


erty of our citizens; and no doubt it would then | 


have been complied with had it not been for a 
viatse In our treaty with her, that when either 


Government felt itself aggrieved, it should apply | 


— other for redress instead of going to war. | 
‘ls Government did apply; a very large amount | 


ot debt was ascertained and acknowledged to be 
due from Mexico; but it was not yet paid. These 
‘njuries were not atoned for; and it was because of 


ate of the United States the same day. There 
was now on this floor a venerable gentleman [Mr. 
Apams] who was at that time a member of the 
Senate, and, to his honor, he in every instance 
voted against postponement. Various efforts were 
made, and among them a proposition from Mr. 
Crawford, of your State, (Georgia—addressing the 
Chairman,) to postpone for one day, was voted 
down. It met with a little more delay in the 
House of Representatives; but in four days after 
its first recommendation it was enrolled and be- 
came a law. Now, if this haste was necessary in 
an embargo, how much more important was it to 
hasten our legislation when our army was cut to 
pieces and in peril. 

Now as to the charge that the war has been 
made by the Executive upon Mexico. If the 
peaceful march of our army to the Rio Grande, 
with positive orders to commit no act of hostility— 
not to fire a gun unless in self-defence—to respect 
religion and property, and everything else (which 
orders were complied with)—if this were war, the 
annals of warfare, from the creation of the world, 
furnished no parallel to such a ‘‘war.’’ There 
was no act of war in simply marching our army 
there. 

But he maintained, further, if the territory had 
been acknowledged Mexican territory, the peace- 
ful march of an army there, although it might 
have been illegal and unconstitutional, was not in 
itself an act of war. Mr. D. read an extract from 
Vattel directly in support of this position. If it 
had been Mexican territory, (he said,) with the 
army in strict diseipline—with the assurance given 
to the inhabitants that no harm would be done, the 
Mexican army would have no right to attack them; 
but such attack would be a violation of the law of 
nations, and General Taylor, without orders from 
the Government, would have had the right to ** chas- 
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tise’* him. But he would be willing to admit, if 
gentlemen could establish that it was clearly, pos- 
itively Mexican territory, then the President, while 
he did not make war, had been guilty of an illegal 
and unconstitutional act. 

He premised that there were certain politicians 
who seem disposed, whenever a territory ism 
dispute, to give itup. When we had a dispute 
about the northeastern boundary, they would not 
fight for it, but gave itup. There were politicians 
now who wanted to ¢give up the whole of Oregon 
that is in dispute; and who wanted the President 
to assume the responsiblity of giving away Texas 
Such politicians had but one step more to take to 
cap the climax, and that was, to vive up the whole 
country rather than have any dispute about it! 

The gentleman from Kentucky {Mr. G. Davis] 
undertook to define the boundaries of ‘Texas, by 
referring to Humboldt and other former writers. 
Texas claimed by a successful revolution, and no 
writer before that revolution could define the rights 
resulting from it. The rizht resulting from a suc- 
cessful revolution gave them whatever boundary 
they mi¢ht establish and could maintain. “The in- 
quiry then was, what did they establish, and can 
they maintain it? 

The gentleman from Kentucky undertook, tm 
reference to an arrangement made by Santa Anna, 
to interpret its terms as not acknowledging that 
Texas, in virtue of the revolution, extended to the 
Rio Grande. It seemed a very forced and inde- 
fensible construction of it. The arrangement was, 
that Santa Anna and his army, together with those 
who were not prisoners, should retire out of the 
Texan territory he yond the Rio del Norte. The 
gentleman said that ceded nothing. Texas did not 
them to cede anything: she claimed that, in 
virtue of the revolution, her boundary was extend- 
ed to the Rio Grande; but the retiring out of the 
territory of Texas “ beyond the Rio Grande”’ fixed 
the fact, that to get out of Texas it was necessary 
to go beyond the Rio Grande. 

Mr. TIBBATTS made a remark, which was 
lost to the reporter. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE (continuing) said, the very 
fact of this arrangement being entered into by 
Texas proved that Canales would not attempt to 
come into this side of the Rio Grande without the 
consent of Texas, and the very fact of the assent 
of ‘Texas proved that it was her territory. 

The gentleman from Kentucky drew the distine- 
tion between this arrangement on the part of Santa 
Anna, and a treaty. Now, was it not always an 
arrangement, When a man was In a situation which 
precludes him from the full power of treaty? 
When he oceupies a subordinate situation, it wes 


ask 


never called a treaty, but always an ** arrange- 
ment.’? The only question was, was there a moral 
obligation upon Mexico to carry it into effect? 
Mr. D. referred to Vattel, and said this was one of 
the eases in which he said a moral obligation was 
created. Mexico had derived the benefit from it; 
her President was rescued by it, who had forfeited 
his life; and if he had been hanged, and every 
soldier under him, the act would have been just- 
fied by all Christendom. Mexico, it was true, had 
repudiated and refused to sanction it. But if she 
did not choose to ratify it, she was morally bound 
to render satisfaction in some way or other for the 
benefit she received. If she has not formally rat- 
fied this treaty, she has substantially done so by 
her acquiescence in it. Though she sets up a 
vazue claim to the country between the Rio Grande 
and the Nueces, and to all Texas, yet what effort 
had she made to reclaim it? Her acquiescence in 
it, after the lapse of so many years, was a substan- 
tial ratification of that treaty. 

Mr. D. replied to some other objections. The 
fact which had been urged as a proof that Texas 
had never extended her boundary to the Rio Grande 
—that she had never chosen to make war upon 
certain peaceful Spanish towns this side of the 
Rio Grande—he conceived did not at all invalidate 
her title. In the same manner, after the close of 
the war with Great Britain, certain towns had been 
left for the time in the possession of certain peace- 
ful British subjects; but that was never held to in- 
validate our title. 

It was not till some few months after this ar- 
rangement with Santa Anna that Texas declared 
her boundaries. She had acted on them since; she 
had embraced them in the operation of her laws 
and her jurisdiction; and they had participated in 
the election of members of her convention and her 
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Legislature. ‘There was no other boundary than 
the Rio Grande until Mexico should agree by 
peaceful negotiation to se ttle some other boundary, 
and that treaty shall be approved by the Senate. 
‘To contend for any other boundary, would be to 
confer on the President—as the gentleman from 
Kentueky this morning had argued—the mon- 
strous power r of settling boundaries. The Presi- 
dent, then, would have been derelict to his duty if 
he had not maimtamed the country thus claimed 
and acted on by "lexas,,until the proper authori- 
ties in this Government should alter it. 

But it was said that the President ought to have 
information that he had marched 
the army into the disputed territory. Hie had given 
Mr. D. read trom his message 


given Congress 


this imformation. 
nt the commencement of the sesston the extract rel- 
our army into the territory be- 
It he had 
gone into that country, o1 ordered our army to go 
there, it did not change the point what parucular 
Where, when this mes- 
ure was received and since that ume, had been the 


ative to the send 


tween the Nueces wd thie tio Grande. 


part he elo lo occupy. 
patriotic vigilance of these gentlemen? No mur- 
mur aerainst this movement of the President had 
heen heard, 

‘Oh! but we committed an act of war by point- 
into Matamoras!’?’ Mr. D. denied 


that at was analogous to the case to 


ng our gut 


j 


tiais: hye it ned 


which it had been likened, viz: that of a person 


po une ag tol at oi . brea Se The Mexicans 
had threatened u we prepared ourse lves, and told 
them af they attaeked us, we should defend our- 
elves: and nota ran had been fired until the Mex- 
icanarmy cre dthe Rio Grande and attacked ours. 


The fact of the American army bemg prepared, did 
ult, but only a preparauion 


not canstitute an a 


acamst ani ault. 

Thus he thought it had been shown, that up to 
the time when our army was attacked by the Mex- 
iean forees, there was no act of war. That there 
was no act of war, even admitting that the territory 
helonwed to Mexico; and if the territory is in dis- 
pute, itis « lear, under the taws of nations, that we 
miav have gone inte it without committing any ol- 
fence. There was no war, then, until the Mexicans 
themselve mmenced it; and the preamble of the 
bill, of which so much complaint had been made, 
was nicht therefore; mtstated the fact, whateve rgen- 
tlemen may say to the contrary. 

Here he wished to be yM rmitted to remark upon 
the couduct of eentlemen who had complained sO 
loudly of this bill. Some of them voted for it under 
protest. "That protest was a mere ve rbal one; their 
vote would live long after thetr protest had been for- 
tten. He envied not that man the position which 


he oceupied who votes for a bill, and immediately 


re 


says it contains an infamous le—who votes fora 
It was a new 
eceurrence ih parliann nit wy history. Le had heard 
of minorities protesting against the acts of majori- 


t 


ball. and pre fests agaunst his own act. 


ties, but never before of gentlemen protesting against 
thelr own acts, 

‘The war thus existed, and it should be pros- 
eeuted vieorously. It was true we had received 
cheering mitelligence last evening; he would not 
step, however, to rejoice at it, or to make any con- 
jecture as to the re sult of any battle that may have 
‘been subse quently fought. Now, having been 
drawn tato this war by the act of Mexico, we had 
a right to allude to the reasons that might induce 
We have a right now to em- 
brace in the account all those complaints we have 
against Mexico, and which would have justified us 
in going to war with her—her violation of her trea- 
ty, her refusal to comply with its supulations, and 
to pay the amount aw arded to individual claimants 
under that treaty—her insulting refusal to receive 
our minister, afier having ¢ xpressly agreed to re- 
ceive our plenipotentiary—her re fusal to settle the 
disputed boundary line, &e. Under the law of na- 
tions, a boundary being disputed, and the other 
nation refusing to settle it, we have a right to com- 
pel her to it. See Vattel, page 259. 

But another cause which ought to be considered, 
and would support us not only in sec king redress 
for grievances, but perhaps for proceedings some- 
what ina spirit of revenge, was the infamous proc- 
lamation of General Ampudia, 

(Mr. D. here caused to be read the proclamation 
of General Ampudia, inviting to the standard of 
Mexico the English, Irish, Germans, &c., &c.] 

Mr. ASHMUN. Was that communicated to 
Congress by the President? 


us to prosecute it. 


Mr. DROMGOOLE. Not that I know of. 
Mr. D. proceeded to read upon this point from 
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Vattel, showing, that under the law of nations, the | 


withdrawing aliens, called plagia, or man-stealing, 
worked a forfeiture of life, &c. He said when Am- 
pudia was caucht, the only thing to be done was to 


institute an inquiry whether he was the author of | 


that proclamation; if so, his life was forfeited under 


the law of nations, and he hoped the penalty would | 


be visited upon him. 
He would not recount other causes of erievance 


against Mexico. He laid down that she had com- | 


menced the war,and provoked it; and now, as she 


had commenced it, we might prosecute it to the | 


final settle ment of all accounts. All profe ssed wil- 
lingness to vote supplies. [Low should the war be 
prosecuted? With all the military force, with all 
the wealth, and all the moral influence of our citi- 
zens. This was the duty of all. But had not 


some, while they professed a willingness to vote | 


supplies of men and money, by their course with- 
held that which also the country has the right to 
demand—that moral force, that moral power, that 
would impress the conviction that the nation is 
united in heart and sentiment, and would prevent 
the impression that supplies are coldly, reluctantly, 
voted—while the Executive, who is to have com- 
mand of the army, is denounced, and the war is 
denounced, as unholy and unjust ? Yes; not only 
was the war denounced by those who were voting 
supplies, (thereby taking away more than one-half 
the merit of their action.) but erroneous deserip- 
tions of the climate were made. It was stated that 
the climate would be more horrible than even the 
Mexican army itself; and such representations of 
the malarias and diseases that would fall upon the 
army were given us to deter volunteers from enter- 
ing into the service. 

But as we are in war, and it wasagreed it should 
be vigorously prosecuted, how long should we pros- 
ecute it, and what objects do we propose to attain ? 
We ought to prosecute it until we bring it to an 
honorable close, and attain the redress of our griev- 
ances. She has insultingly refused to negotiate, 
and prefers to adjust the boundary by the sword. 
Let it be decided by the sword. Let us maintain 
it to the Rio Grande if we are able, and never again 
offer to negotiate with her. Let us establish it in 
the way she herself has selected. We ought to 


prosecute it until we shall recover the money with- | 
held and due to the claimants of this Government | 
under our treaty with her. She has avoided any | 


negotiation on the subject, and is no doubt now 


consoling herself that she has got rid of that treaty | 
on the principle that war abrogates all treaties. | 


He would not stop to contend whether, in a case 


like this, the vested rights of our citizens were di- | 
vested by war. Trust funds were exempt from | 


confiscation by war, and he would not say whether 
these claims came under the rule of trust funds or 
not. He maintained that it was due to our citizens 
to see that we collect this money. Let us lev yan 
execution upon them. But it is a wanton war on 
her part, exposing us to vast expenses, when every- 


thing might have been settled peaceably, by nego- 


tiation. She, therefore, was bound to indemnify 
us for that war. And that was another object in 
prosecuting the war, 


We ought above all to prosecute it until we vin- | 


dicate our honor and make ourselves respected. In 


no other way could we secure our liberties. Let us | 
longer refrain to do anything under the idea of | 
marcnanimous forbearance, and we shall be consid- | 
ered a pusillanimous nation—a nation of cowards. | 


A nation in that situation would not long preserve 


its liberties. And what is life without liberty to | 
Americans, who have grown up under the shade | 


of the tree of liberty? The way to preserve this 
liberty and our territory from being despoiled, is to 
carry the war beyond our own boundaries, as the 
best mode of preventing the enemy from coming 
within them. He would not only expel these ma- 
rauders from this side of the Rio Grande, but he 
would pursue them into the very interior of Mexi- 
co, and he would never cease until the objects to 
which he had alluded were accomplished. Such 
would be the sentiments of the American people— 
such was the action which he believed was de- 
manded by our honor and patriotism. 


Mr. D. apologized for the desultoriness of his | 


remarks, and concluded by expressing the hope 
that sufficiently large appropriations would be 


* = . | 
made to meet all the exigencies of the case, and to | 


give assurance to the President and the country, 


May 19, 


that we are not wanting in what is due to the coun 
try, to the rights of the people, and the honor of o " 
revolutionary forefathers, 

Mr. W. HUNT obtained the floor. Whatey, 


differences of opinion might exist (he said) 


the causes of the present state of things, he trust 
that nothing but a spirit of unanimity and dy Sitinn, 


to our common country would be manifested. 

Te declared himself briefly in favor of the amy nd. 
ment proposing to increase the pay of the Soldiers 
in the ranks. He adverted to the annexation op 
Texas, and to the opposition which, at ev: ry sten 
he had made to it until its final consummation: | 
remarked that since, by the action of the Gove 
ment, the annexation had become a settled ques 
tion, and no longer open to resistance or OpPpositi 
in any form, he had acquiesced in the decisio, 
notwithstanding the evils which he had apy). 
hended (and still continued to apprehend) yp; | 
result from it, and notwithstanding the uneons 
tutional manner in which it had been accom) 
ed. Texas had been admitted: and de eply as 
deplored the fact, yet in his action and his you 
he had been governed by the same principles 
liberality, patriotism, and justice towards her J 
had marked his action in relation to any other » 
tion of the country. : a 

The principal purpose, however, for which }, 
had risen, was to appeal to the political majo: 
of this House; who, he thought, instead of }yiyy! 
their thunderbolts at the minority, and spend 
their enereies in bootless and ungenerous assa 
upon those who differed in opinion from them 
relation to the causes of this conflict, might find 
ample field for the exercise of their patriotism 
wisdom in maturing the measures re quisite 
meet the emergencies of the country. And he y 
dicated and defended the minority, on the seor 
patriotism and devotion to the best interests of | 
country. 

Mr. COCKE reeretted, he said, that sufi 
time did not remain within the Jimit agssi 
the continuance of the debate to take a full yx 
the subject. But he hoped to be able to set 
self right before the House and the public asi 
his views on this bill. The House, and every 
who had observed his course, was aware that 
had waged war upon the internal policy of | 
Administration. He had been opposed to its 
litical course, and he expected to continue to 
opposed to it; but he now found the country 
war, and he should take such a course as pairi 
ism would dictate. He considered it to be his 
to lend his aid to the Administration for the pur- 
pose of carrying out its measures on this su 
We had been talking about the Rio Grande as 
boundary, but he conceived that we had now 0» 
right to look at the boundary question. TT! 
was no boundary there—none by the Nueces 
the Rio Grande. There was no disputed territory, 
except where the enemy were found. By the 
of American valor, he trusted that our arms woud 
be carried victoriously wherever there was a hos- 
tile force found. 

It was not for him to inquire now whether !! 
Rio Grande was our boundary or not. He loo! 
to the facts that now existed, and he considered 
it our duty to exert every effort to bring the \ 
to a speedy termination. It might be that the Ex- 
ecutive had exceeded his powers, and exercise! 
power not delegated by the Constitution. Bul! 
was not for us to place the country in the wrone. 
It was enough for him to know that Mexico ha‘ 
committed wrongs upon us that were unredress 
He knew that there were grievances existing W! 
long azo were considered as cause of war. ‘Ther 
were outrages, the remembrance of which s! 
swelled every American bosom with indignatio 
The Alamo was not forgotten. The blood of th 
murdered Crockett called upon the Tennesseats 
for revenge. 

He was unwilling to be placed in an improper 
position before the country, by a supposed opp” 
sition to the war bill, even on account of its prt 
amble. Our honor and interests were intrusted (° 
agallant band. He believed that all was safe. W* 
had a little news lust night that cheered the cou 
try; and he predicted that it was a prelude to 
more glorious triumph of our arms. We we 
told that the Mexican Government was feeble, a 
that it was ungenerous to deal forciby wit) ! 
But, on that account, we have forborne for a !0: 
time from strong measures againsther. For twe!'! 
years we had had ample cause of war with het, 
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and we passed them over because she was weak 
and helpless. But this moderation on our part 
had seemed to induce her to commit further out- 
rages. Forbearance, had, therefore, ceased to be 
‘tue. 

: The gentleman from Virginia [Mr. DromGoo.e] 
pad said that there was a party in this House who 
had always been in favor of giving up disputed 
werritory, and that they had given up the north- 
eastern territory, and wished to give up the Oregon 
,oundary, and the southwestern boundary. 

The remark did not apply to his (Mr. C.’s) po- 
litical friends. ‘The northeastern boundary was 
cettied, and ina manner that gave satisfaction to 
the country. As to the Oregon question, it could 
not be said that his political friends wished to give 
i Up. Where was there a W hig in this House 
who proposed to give up anything south of 49° ? 
He could point to almost the whole body of the 
Democratic members of the House from the South 
who were in favor of an adjustment on 499, But 
he could point to higher authority—to the Pres- 
ident himself—to the gentleman’s own President— 
who had proposed to settle the question on 49°, 
Many were disposed to settle the question on that 
parallel who did not belong to the class which the 


venteman spoke of as being always desirous of 


giving up territory. He had not heard one man 
in us House say that he was in favor of surren- 
dering anything more than the line of 49°. 

But in this case there was no disputed territory 
—yeither on the Nueces nor the Rio Grande— 
one, except the territory that might be occupied 
by a hostile force. 

‘As to the amendment for raising the pay to ten 
dollars a month, he was in favor of it; and he did 
pot think the objections to it well founded. We 
received eight dollars a day for our services here, 
and surely ten dollars a month would not be too 
much for the gallant soldier to receive. He thought 
ii would be litte enough. - 

The hour of two having arrived, the committee, 
in pursuance of the order of the House of yester- 
day, proceeded to vote on amendments pending or 
to be otlered. - 


The following amendment had been heretofore | 


offered by Mr. James A. Biack: 


dad he it further enucted, That from and after the passage 
(this act to the end of the present war, the monthly pay of 
e non-commissioned Officers, musicians, and privates of 
e 


artillery, infantry, aud riflemen, who may be in the ser- | 


( 

t 

I 

ve ot the United States, shall be the same as the pay allowed 
ty the non commissioned officers, musicians, and privates 
of the dragoon regiments of the United States. 


Mr. BLACK. now modified his amendment to 
read as follows: 


Ind be it further enacted, That every able-bodied recruit 
who shall hereafter, and before the termination of the war 
with Mexico, enlist in the army of the United States for five 
years, shall be entithed to receive fifty doliars bounty; one- 

ifshall be paid him at the time of his enlistment, and the 
otier half three months after he is mustered into service; 
aidon his honorable discharge, he shall be entitled to a 
bounty of one hundred and sixty acres of land. 

-ini be it further enueted, "That every volunteer who may 
co twelve months? service at one tour of duty, shall be en- 
titled, on being honorably discharged from the same, to a 
bounty of one hundred and sixty acres of land. 


ind be it further enacted, That should any non-commis- || 


sioned officer, musician, or private, in the army of the Uni- 
ted States, either in the regular army, militia, or volunteers, 


die in battle, or in the service of the United States, during | 


tie present war with Mexico, then his heirs at law shall be 
eulted to a bounty of one hundred and sixty acres of land. 


Mr. TIBBATTS appealed from the decision. 

Mr. ASHMUN inquired whether the decision 
of the Chair covered also the modified amend- 
ment of the gentleman from South Carolina, {| Mr. 
Brack. | 

The CHAIR said it covered both amendments. 

The question on the appeal was then taken; and 
the committee sustained the decision of the Chair- 
man by yeas 96, nays 25. 

So the amendment and the amendment to the 
amendment were decided to be out of order. 


Mr. McKAY now offered the following amend- 
ment, (modified in the item for * subsistence in 
kind,’’) of which he had heretofore given notice: 


Be it further enacted, That the following sums be, and the 
sume are hereby, appropriated to meet the expenditures 
which may be incurred under the acts passed during the 
present session to authorize an increase of the rank and file 
of the army. and to provide for raising a regiment of mount 
ed riflemen, viz: 

MUP ches ivcunds G¥p bas csncpbeuss desececaced &814,512 


For commutation of officers’ subsistence........ 12,775 
For subsistence in kind........ cee cccceccecees 17 442 
For expenses for recruiting... ........0eec eens 79,600 


For clothing, camp, garrison, and horse equipage 284,175 
For the regular supplies of the quartermaster’s 
department, consisting of fuel, forage, straw, 


ET OTT RT TUT ETRE TTT TCT eee .. 113,000 
For the incidental expenses of the quartermas 

ter’s department, consisting of expenses ot 

courts martial, and courts of inquiry, extra pay 

to soldiers, purchase of horses for dragoons, Xe. 93,000 
For transportation of troops and supplies for the 

DINE eka ti 08 tan CRANE EMER VSR OS CCD SCE es 322.000 
For the medical and hospital department........ 20,000 


The amendment was acreed to. 

Mr. McKAY asked leave to offer an amend- 
ment, providing that $12,000 of the appropriation 
for arsenals may be applied to the purchase of a 
site, and for building a magazine for the Wash- 
ington arsenal, 

Mr. SAWYER raised the point of order. 

Some conversation followed between Mr. SA W- 
YER, Mr. JOSEPH J. McDOWELL, Mr. Mc- 
KAY, and the Chair. 

Mr. McK AY withdrew the amendment. 

Mr. GROVER offered an amendment, as an 
additional section, providing that from and after 
the passage of this act, no officer shall be entitled 
to receive more than six rations per day, or com- 
mutation therefor. a 

Mr. ASH MUN raised the point of order. 

The CHAIRMAN decided the amendment to 
be in order. 

The question was then taken, and, by ayes 71, 
noes 90, the amendment was rejected. 

Mr. YELL moved an additional section, appro- 
mating $20,000 for the completion of Fort Smith, 


| in the State of Arkansas. 


And the question being taken, the amendment 
was rejected. 

Mr. McKAY offered the following amendment, 
which was agreed to: 

* For the purchase of gunpowder, $100,000.”’ 

Mr. McKAY moved an additional section, pro- 


viding that hereafter the allowance paid to officers 


vind be it further enacted, That should the war terminate | 


0 tat any part of the volunteers who shall have entered 
Hie service for twelve months, shall be honorably discharged, 
then they shall be entitled to the bounty in land as much so 
as it they had served out the full term of twelve mouths. 


Mr. TIBBATTS said that the amendment of the | 


gentleman from South Carolina [Mr. Buack] had 


been so changed that he (Mr. T.) would offer bis | 
proposition (given above) not as a substitute, as he || 


had originally propos ) || 
sinally proposed to do, but as an amend- || hereafter the allowance paid to officers of the army 


ment to the amendment. 


Mr. McKAY now raised the question of order | 


on the amendment to the amendment. He submit- 
ed that, inasmuch as it proposed to raise the pay 
of the army, and to appropriate land and money 
'y way of bounty, it was not in order on an appro- 


priation bill; and he thought a decision to that effect | 


had been made in a former part of the session. 


The CHAIRMAN thought that the point of | 
order had been settled at an earlier period of the || 
The opinion of the Chair was that the | 


Session, 


amendment to the amendment was not in order, | 


‘hasmuch as it proposed to increase the pay of the 


army, and to appropriate land and money by way | 


of bounty. 


of the army and navy for travelling shall not be 
more than six cents per mile. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. McK AY, the committee then 
rose and reported the bill and amendments to the 
House. 

And the question being on concurring with the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union 
in its amendments, 

Mr. S. JONES moved the previous question; 
which was seconded. 

And the main question was ordered to be now 
taken. 

The amendments (except as hereinafter noticed) 
were concurred in without a division. 

On concurring in the amendment providing that 


and navy for travelling shall not be more than six 
cents per mile, 

Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL asked the yeas and 
nays, which were ordered, and, being taken, re- 
sulted as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. John Q. Adams, Stephen Adams, An- 
derson, Atkinson, Barringer, Bayly, Bedinger, Bell, Benton, 
Biggs, James Black, James A. Black, Blanchard, Bowlin, 
Brinkerhoff, Brockenbrough, Brodhead, Milton Brown, 
Buffington, Burt, Catheart, Augustus A. Chapman, Reuben 
Chapman, Chase, Cobb, Cocke, Collin, Cullom, Cummins, 
Cunningham, Daniel, De Mott, Dillingham, Dobbin, Drom- 
goole, Dunlap, Edsall. Ellsworth, Erdman, Edwin H. Ew- 
ing, Faran, Ficklin, Foster, Fries, Garvin, Giles, Graham, 
Grover, Hamlin, Hoge, Hopkins, George 8. Houston, Ed- 
mund W. Hubard, Hungerford, James B. Hunt, Hunter, 
Jenkins, James H. Johnson, Joseph Johnson, Andrew 
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Johnson, George W. Jones, Seaborn Jones, Preston King, 
Leake, Leib, Lagon, Lumpkin, MeClean, MeClernand, 
Joseph J. McDowell, MeKay, John P. Martin, Barkley 
Martin, Morris, Moulton, Norris, Qwen, Parnsh, Payne, 
Phelps, Price, Rathbun, Reid, Relfe, Rutter, Sawtelle, Saw 
yer, Scammon, Simpson, Thomas Smith, Robert Smith, 
Stanton, St. John, Strong, James Thompson, Jacob Thomp- 
son, Tredway, Trumbo, Wentworth, Wheaton, Wiek, Wil 
liams, Woodward, Woodworth, and Yaneey—!05 

NAYS—Messrs. Abbott, Armmoltd, Ashmun, Baker; Wil 
liam G. Brown, William W. Campbell, John H. Campbell, 
Carroll, John G. Chapman, Chipman, Clarke, Cranston, 
Crozier, Culver, Dargan, Darragh, Jefferson Davis, Dixon, 
Dockery, Douglass, John H. Ewing, Poot, Grider, Grinnell, 
Hampton, Haralson, Harmanson, Harper, Hilliard, Elias B. 
Holmes. Isaae EB. Holmes, Jol W. Houston, Samuel D 
Hubbard, Hudson, Washington Hunt, Charles J. Ingersoll 
Joseph R. Ingersoll, Daniel P. King, Lawrence, La Sere, 
Lewis, Levin, Maclay, MeClelland, James MeDowell, 
MeGaughev, MeHenry, Mellvat Marsh, Miller, Morse, 
Moseley, Perrill, Perry, Ramsey, Julius Rockwell, Joho A 
Rockwell, Root, Runk, Schenck, Seaman, Seddon, Sever 
Alexander D. Sime, Truman Smith, Albert Smith, 
Stewart, Strohm, Thibodeaux, Benjamin Thompson, Thur 
man, Tibbatts, Tilden, Toombs, Towns, Vance, Vinton, 
White, Winthrop, Wood, Woodruff, Wright, Yell, and 
Young—. 


ance, 


So the amendment was coneurred tn. 


The bill was then ordered toa third reading; and 
having been read a third time, by its title and the 
question being, * Shall this bill pass 27’ 

Mr. PRICE demanded the previous question. 

There was a second; and the 
was ordered to be now taken. 

Mr. HOPKINS asked the yeas and nays, which 
were ordered; and being taken taken, resulted os 
follows: 

YEAS— Messrs. Abbott, John Q 
Anderson, Arnold, Ashmun, rT, 
Bayly, Bedinger, Bell, Benton, Biggs, James Black, James 
\. Black, Blanchard, Brinkerheti, Brockenbrough, Brod 
head, Milton Brown, Wilham G. Brown, Budlington, Burt, 
William W. Campbell, John th Campbell, Carroll, Catheart, 
Jolin G. Chapman, Augustus A. Chapman, Reuben Chap 
man, Chase, Chipman, Clarke, Cobb, Cocke, Collin, Cran 


nian qc stion 


Adams, Stephen Adame 
Atkinson, Baker, Bartinger 


ston, Crozier, Cullom, Culver, Cunimoims, Cunningham, 
Daniel, Dargan, Darragh, Garrett: Davis, Jefferson Davis, 
De Mott, Dillingham, Dixon, Dobbin, Dockery, Deuglas 


Dromgoole, Duntap, Edsall, Ellsworth, Erdaian, Joba H 

Ewing, Bdwin H. wing, Paran, Piekbn, Poot, Foster. Pres, 
Garvin, Gontry, Giles, Graham, Grider, Grinnell, Grover, 
Hamlin, Hampton, Haralson, Harmanson, Harper. Hilliard 
Hoge, Elias B. Holmes, Hopkins, J. W. Houston, George &, 
Houston, Edmund W. Hubard, Samuel D. Hubbard, Hud 

son, Hungerford, Washington Hunt, James B. Hunt, Hunter, 
Charles J. Ingersoll, Joseph R. ugersoll, Jenkins, James UH. 
Johnson, Joseph Johnson, Andrew Johnson, G. W. Jone 

Seaborn Jones, Kennedy, Daniel P. King, Preston King, 
Lawrence, Leake, Leib, La Sere, Lewis, Levin, Ligon, 
Lumpkin, Maclay, MeClean, MeClelland, MeClernund, J 

seph J. McDowell, James MeDowell, McGaughey, McHenry, 
Melivaine, MeKay, Marsh, J. P. Martin, Barkley Martin, 
Miller, Morris, Morse, Moseley, Moulton, Norris, Owen, 
Parrish, Payne, Perrill, Perry, Phelps, Price, Ranisey, Rath 

bun, Reid, Relfe, Ritter, Jukus Rockwell, Join A. Rockwell, 
Root, Runk, Sawtelle, Sawyer, Scammon, Schenek, Sea 

man, Seddon, Severance, Alexander D. Stims, Leonard tH. 
Sims, Simpson, Truman Sith, Albert Smith, Thoms 
Smith, Robert Smith, Stanton, Starkweather, Stewart, Set 

John, Strohm, Strong, Thibodeaux, Thomasson, Benjamin 
Thompson, James Thompson, Jacob Thompson, Thurman, 
Tibbatts, ‘Tilden, Toombs, ‘Towns, Tretway, Troumbeo, 
Vanee, Vinton, Wentworth, White, Wick, Williams, Win 

throp, Wood, Woodruff, Woodward, Woodworth, Wright, 
Yaneey, Yell, and Young —193. 

NAYS—None. 


So the bill was passed. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 

Mr. MeCLERNAND), by leave, from the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands, to which was referred the 
bill granting certain lands to the Territory of Lowa, 
to aid in the improvement of the navigation of the 
Des Moines river in said ‘Territory, reported an 
amendatory bill, accompanied by a report in writing ; 
which bill was committed. 

Mr. J. B. HUNT, from the same committee, to 
which was referred the bill to amend the act entitled 
“An act to grant a quantity of land to the Territory 
of Wisconsin, for the purpose of aiding in opening 
acanal to connect the waters of Lake Michigan 
with those of Rock river,’’ reported, on leave, 
an amendatory bill, accompanied by a report in 
writing: which bill was committed. 

Mr. H. also, from the same committee, reported, 
on leave, a bill to establish an additional land office 
in the Territory of lowa; which bill was read twice, 
and committed. 

Mr. E. W. HUBARD, from the Committee on 


the Militia, reported a bill to provide for the pay- 


' ment of the lowa militia, called into service in 


December, 1839; which was read twice and com- 
mitted. 
Mr. HARALSON asked leave to offer the fol- 
lowing resolution; to which objection was made: 
Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be, and he is hereby, authorized and requested to 








cause such number of infantry, artillery, and cav- 
alry tactics, and of the rules and regulations of 
war, as may be necessary for the instruction and 
information of the volunteer force called into the 
actual service of the United States, to be procured 
snd distributed for their use; and that the same be 
paid for out of any money in the ‘Treasury not 
otherwise appropriated, 

Mr. LLUNTER made an ineffectual effort to in- 
troduce a motion setting apart Friday and Satur- 
day of next week for the consideration of bills 
relating to the District of Columbia. 

And the House adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Wepnespay, May 20, 1846. 
Mr. NILES presented four petitions of ship- 
s, citizens of Connecticut, 
praying that the act of March 2, 1837, concerning 
pilots, may not be repealed; which was referred to 


owners and lipmasters 


the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. N. also presented the petition of Ann Dodd, 
widow of a deceased revolutionary soldier, pray- 
ine a pension: which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Pen ‘oli 

Mr. BRIGHT pres nted the petition of William 
Sloan, praying the passage of an act recognising 
him: rcitizen of the United States; which was 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. STURGEON presented the proceedings of 
a mecting of citizens of Easton, Pennsylvania, ten- 
dering their services to the Gove ronment, to aid in 
the prosecution of the war with Mexico; which 
were laid upon the table. 

In presenting the above, Mr.S. submitted a few 
pointed remarks in relation to the unanimity of 
feeling and the patriotism which had been exhib- 
ned by the people of Pennsylvania during the pres- 
ent crisis, 


MINERAL LANDS. 
Mr. WOODBRIDGE rose and said: Mr. Pres- 


ident, | hold in my hand certain resolutions, re 
cently pas sed by the Li vislature of Michigan, and 
with them some legislative reports, which exhibit, 
in part at least, the grounds upon which those 
resolutions seem founded. 

| desire to pres nt these documents to the Senate. 
I propose toa k that the resolutions be read, and, 
weording to the course of the Senate in similar 
cases, that they be printed. I shall then desire to 
move, if that disposition of them meet with the 
coneurrent wishes of my colleacue, that the doc- 
tunents, and the whole subject which they involve, 
he referred to the Committee on the Public Lands, 
for therr further consideration. 
In conformity with the rules and usages of the 
mute, | have tos Ly, sir, in regard to these reso- 
litions, that they relate to the mineral rezions which 
extend around Lake Superior and far into the in- 
terion ‘They comprise some twenty millions of 
acres, perhaps more their entire extent is not 
known yet—of which from twelve to fifteen mil- 
lions, | suppose, are within the limits of the State 
of Michiean, 
he authorities of that State deprecate the evils, 
present and prospective, which they apprehend 
must grow outof the plan at present pursued of 
manaew that great interest. The y remonstrate 

inst that system, hitherto pursued, (if system 

it be.) of retaining in this General Government the 
proprietary in the soil, and of doling it out in par- 
cels to individual applicants, upon lease; thus es- 
tablishing between this General Government and 
the occupants of those extensive regions the rela- 
tions of landlord and tenant, and, by consequence, 
subjecting all its present and future inhabitants, for 
rood or for evil, to the will and pleasure of this 
Government, and to the caprice and venality of 
such as may from time to ume be appointed its 
avents 

ln the view of the great evils which must grow out 
ot such a condition of things, if it be established 
hy you as a part of your general policy, they are 
led to question the competency, the constitutional 
powel of this Government to adopt it, looking at it 
with reference to the act of cession of Virginia, by 
which you acquired that country, and with refer- 
ence to the compacts which have been entered Into 
between you and the people who may inhabit those 
revions, and with the State itself: they believe such 
«a system of managing those lands to be inconsist- 


t with both the spirit and letter of those instru- 
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ments, and perceive no sanction for it in any fair | malo 
construction of the third section of the fourth arti- | 


cle of the Constitution. In terms perfectly re- 
spectful, therefore, the authorities of the State pro- 
test against its adoption or continuance as a per- 
manent measure of policy. 

If any Senator should think it in bad taste for a 
State so new, so feeble, and so impotent as Michi- 
gan, to seek to bring into question the constitu- 
tional authority of this General Government to 
exercise, in such a matter, its high and important 
powers, L respectfully ask such Senator to consider 
that such a policy, persevered in, would be vitally 
destructive to the best interests of the State. 

This region of country comprises more than 
one-third of its whole area; an active, a busy, an 
enterprising population is rapidly pouring Into it. 
It may soon hope to become a settled, a prosper- 
ous country. But how is its Government to be 
sustained? If the policy objected to should be 
established, whence will the funds come which are 
to construct its roads? Not an acre, of the whole 
fifteen millions of acres of that mineral region 
which is within the limits of Michigan, has yet 
become individual property. ‘The title to the 
whole remains in this Government yet, and is 
there, by this policy, destined to remain. 

In the very act which declares Michigan to be a 
member of the Union, and, as such, admitted * on 
‘the same footing, and with all the rights of sover- 
‘eignty, freedom, and independence, as the ori- 
‘oinal States,”? you have inserted prov isions Which 
entirely withdraw from the taxing power of the 
State the whole of the unsold domain. Where, 
then, is the money to come from, which is to 
build the court-houses, and all the public works 
which will be necessary for its prosperity, and to 
sustain the whole machinery of Government? Sir, 
the policy objected to is full of evil of every kind; 
and Tam sure it will be considered to have been 
proper for those State authorities which have in 
charve the creat interests of the State, both present 
and future,to remonstrate against the establishment 
of such a policy, and respectfully to request your 
special attention to it. 

l ask, then, sir, that the resolutions be read and 
ordered to be printed, and that the documents and 
the whole subject be referred to the Committee on 
the Publie Lands for its further and deliberate con- 
sideration. 

Mr. WEBSTER rose and said that, perceiving 
the honorable Senater, who is chairman of the 
Committee on the Public Lands, now in his seat, 
he would take occasion to inquire of him if that 
committee was making progress in that great, and, 
in his opinion, necessary subject of legislation, the 
making proper provision respecting the mineral 
lands of the United States. He hardly knew how 
long this matter had been the subject of occasional 
attention in this and the other House of Congress. 
It had become to them all a matter of great and re- 
newed interest, and he thoucht it oucht to be taken 
up and disposed of finally and effectually during 
this session of Congress. And he expressed the 
hope that the committee who had charge of the 
subject would report upon it as speedily as possi- 
ble. He inguired of the honorable chairman wheth- 
er any progress had already been made by the com- 
mittee, 

Mr. BREESE said he was happy that it was in 
his power to answer the interrogatory of the dis- 
tinguished Senator from Massachusetts. There 
were two divisions of these mineral lands: one em- 
bracing the lead, and the other the copper mines. 
The subject of the copper mines had not been 
brought directly before the committee. A report 
had been submitted about two months ago, recom- 
mending the adoption of a joint resolution for trans- 
ferring the care and custody of these lands from 
the War Department, to which it did not properly 
belong, to the ‘Treasury Department, to which the 
control of the whole public land system had been 
confided. Respecting the lead mines, some three 
months ago an elaborate report had been made, 
accompanied by a bill, providing for their sale. 
That bill was almost identical with a bill heretofore 
passed in relation to such mines in the State of 
Missouri. He had been very desirous of calling 
up that bill for the action of the Senate, for he sup- 
posed (and he believed that all who had examined 
the subject would agree with him) that, after look- 
ing into the Message of the President upon the 
subject, and the several reports from the heads of 
Bureaus for the last few years, there could be no 


May 20, 


hesitation in directing the sale of those lands | 
he had been warned, by the efforts of other Se, 2 

tors, that it was inexpedient to call up a bill oy: os 
its order, unless upon some pressing matter of nah 
lic business. When it came up in its order oy, ; 
calendar, he hoped he would have the aid 
honorable Senator from Massachusetts jj) aro, 
plishing the object which the committer had 

view. 

Mr. WEBSTER said he hoped that they would 
take up the subject (which was equally impor, 
of all the mineral lands. It was highly expe¢ 
to make a final disposition of these lands ep tai 
ing copper mines, because of the great inery its 
private interest in them. He agreed entirely yj.) 
the honorable Senator as to the expediency of »,, 
king sales of all the mineral lands of the Uy... 
States. He thought the relation of landlord aya 
tenant between the General Government and ei, 
zens was a very undesirable relation. Ee baned 
that those lands might be all disposed of under sy. 
able and proper regulations. 

Mr. CASS said he was very glad that the Se, 
tor from Massachusetts had called the attentio) of 
the Senate to this vastly important subject, Ty 
President had decided, and he thought very prop 
erly, that no more of the mineral lands should jy 
granted out upon leases. Parties holding those 
leases had been going on and making larze ¢ xpen- 
ditures, and the consequence would be, that they 
would be brought into contact with the Gover, 
ment. ‘The interests were becoming vitally impor- 
tant—they were increasing every day. A spirit of 
cupidity existed throughout the whole country. and 
the shares had run up enormously. He thought 
it was the duty of the Government, by an imme 
diate act of legislation, to let the country under. 
stand what course was to be pursued. He agyred 
with the Senator from Massachusetts, that thy 
Government should not mix itself with mine; 
speculators. He was of opinion that they o 
to be sold, and sold with reference to the value of 
the improvements which individuals had mac 
upon them, and to the rights which individuals 
had acquired. He hoped there would be speedy 
action upon the subject. 

Mr. SEVIER was of the opinion that their ob- 
ject might be fully accomplished, by simply ma 


, 
ut 


- - 
Ol the 


ent 


iA 


king the law in relation to mineral lands in Missouri 


a general law. There had never been a law to r 
strain the sale of copper, silver, or any other mines, 
he believed, except lead mines and salt springs. As 
to this business of mining, it was a mere lotterv— 
the most uncertain of all pursuits. No discoveries 
could be effected without great risk and expend- 
tures. 

Mr. BREESE expressed his gratification that 
this subject had excited the attention of the Ser 
ate. He stated as an apology for the delay on the 
part of the Committee of Public Lands, that no 
particular interest had been heretofore manifested 
on the part of this body to go into the subject 
The mineral lands could not be brought into 
market for sale, until they shall have been survey- 
ed and divided, in pursuance of law. The lead 
mines, under the system of leasing, had involved 
the Government in an expenditure of some 60,000 
or $80,000, the whole system having sprung out of 
the law of 1807, authorizing the President to lease 
the lead mines in Missouri. Out of this had arisen 
the copper speculations; shares in some of the com- 
panies having sold as high as 360 or $400. The 
committee ought to move cautiously in the matter, 
with a view to the promotion of the public inte 
ests. He hoped the whole of the landlord and 
tenant system would be broken up. 

Mr. WEBSTER said the Senator from Arkan- 
sas may be right as te the law; but a practice has 
prevailed of reserving these lands from sale. If 
this was not in accordance with law, it should be 
stopped; if authorized by law, the law should be 
changed. As to the copper mines, leases are grant- 
ed on the supposed authority of the President, and 
they should be confirmed by Congress. And if the 
President had no such power to grant leases, the 
lands should be disposed of by public sale. 

Mr. SEVIER replied that the President had the 
right, under the general law, to withhold the lands 
from public sale at his discretion. 

Mr. BRESSE. Do I understand the Senator 
that the President has a right to withhold these 
mineral lands from sale ? 

Mr. SEVIER. He has a right to determine 
when and how the lands shall be sold, whether 1 
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townships or sections, and whether the sales shall 
take place now, or be postponed. Itisa disere- 
tionary power vested in him for the protection of 
the public interests. There is no law reserving 
ri rmanently the copper lands from sale. 
Mr. BREESE. This power in the President 
oms to me to be very questionable. [am much 
inclined to doubt if he possesses it. ‘To-morrow, 
| trust, we shall reach the bill, when the subject 
will properly come before the Senate. 

The resolutions were then referred to the Com- 
‘tee on Public Lands, and ordered to be printed. 


st 


Trike 


PILOT LAWS. 


Mr. DIX presented joint resolutions passed by 
the Legislature of New York, in favor of the pas- 
eqve of a law conferring upon the States the power 
to regulate the appointments of pilots within their 
respective limits; which was ordered to lie on the 
table, and be printed. 

Mr. D. also presented several remonstrances 
from citizens of New York, against the renewal of 
a patent heretofore granted to Jethro Wood; which 
were laid upon the table. 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 

Mr. NILES, from the Committee on the Post 
Ofice and Post Roads, reported a bill for the relief 
of Isaiah Foy, of New Jersey; which was read, 
and passed to the second reading, and the accom- 
panying report was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. N. also, from the same committee, reported 
a bill for the relief of Creed Taylor, of Arkansas; 
which was read, and passed to the second reading, 
and the accompanying report was ordered to be 
} rinted. 


MILITARY ACADEMY. 


Mr. EVANS, from the Committee on Finance, 
to whom was referred the House bill making ap- 
propriations for the support of the Military Acad- 
emy, reporte d the same with amendments. 

‘The amendments consist of inserting ‘‘ forty 
thousand’? dollars for the repair of barracks for 
cadets, in the place of fifteen thousand dollars; and 
adding an additional section to the bill, to the effect 
that the branches now taught under the supervision 
of the chaplain be hereafter confided to a separate 
department, to be styled professor of “‘rhetoric and 
history,’’ to receive the same as is received by the 
assistant professor of ethics; and that hereafter no 
assistant professor be allowed to said professor, and 
that the chaplain be confined to the appropriate 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, from the Com- 
mittee on Pensions, asked that said committee be 


discharged from the further consideration of the | 


petition of A. H. Yarnall, and that it be referred 
to the Committee on Naval Affairs; which was 
agreed to. 
Mr. J., also, from the same committee, reported 
Will for the relief of Nathaniel Stafford; which 
was read, and passed to a second reading; and the 
ompanying report was ordered to be printed. 
Mr. DAVIS, from the Committee on Commerce, 
to which was referred the bill further to amend 
“An act supplementary to an act to fix the value 
of certain moneys of account in computation at the 
custom-houses, ? approved March 3d, 1845, report- 
td it back in an amendatory form, as follows: 
\N ACT to establish the value of certain foreign coins and 
moneys of account, and to amend existing laws. 


Re it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of 


tie United States of America in Congress assembled, hat | 


0 all computations at the custom-hou-e, the foreign coins 
‘nd movey of account herein specified shall be estimated 
4s Inllows—to wit: 

The specie dollar of Sweden and Norway, at.... &1 05 


The specie dollar of Denmark, at.............. 1 05 

lhe thaler of Prussia and of the northern States 

- OF TARTIRT Bi sone dsegn aanense pnhabedinss 69 

‘I ie florin of the Southern States of Germany, at 40 

Tue florin of the Austrian empire and city of 

Bo ae, ee eee 48 5 
i¢ lira of the Lombardo-Venetian kingdoin, 

_ and the lira of Tuscany, Of....s000scccesceees 16 

Hie trane of France and of Belgium, and the livre 

_ of Sardinia, at.,..... +00: Pabivisi eeteee vanes 18 6 

the dueat of Naples, at...... ‘Suaent eect awa BU 

he ounce Of Sicily, At...ccescoee aah ara r ad ome 2 40 


The pound of the British Provinces of Nova 
*cotia, New Brunswick, Newfoundland, and 
WEBOER, Oh. orcs cscs chive tcbsaed cekus eee 4 00 


peal d. 
In reporting the bill, Mr. D. said the subject 
had been very carefully examined and pretty thor- 


cughly investigated; that the committee had cor- 
responded with the custom-house at New York 


and with the Superintendent of the Mint, and had 
availed themselves of such other sources of informa- 
tion as would enable them to say that the bill would 
be found entirely correct. He moved that the bill be 
considered at once, as it was Important to have it 
disposed of. If any Senator desired to ask any 
questions concerning the amendment, he stood 
prepared to answer them; if not, he should con- 
tent himself with allowing the bill to pass without 
further comment. 


The amendment was concurred in, and the bill 


was read a third time and passed. 


Mr. ASHLEY, from the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary, reported a-bill to revive and continue in 
force the several acts heretofore passed for the re- 
hef of insolvent debtors of the United States; which 
was read and passed to a second reading. 

Mr. A. also asked that said committee be dis- 
charged from the further consideration of the reso- 
lution directing said committee to inquire into the 
expediency of providing a suitable building for 
holding the Federal Courts at the newly established 
seat of government, in the State of Alabama; which 
was agreed to. 

Mr. TURNEY submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which was agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of lim- 
iting military appointments to sixty years. 

A message from the President of the United 
States, transmitting a report of the Sceretary of 
War, in relation to the practicability and utility of 
a fort or forts on Ship Island, on the coast of Mis- 
sissippi, was read; and, 

On motion of Mr. SPEIGHT, was referred to 
the Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered to 
be printed. : 

[A message was received from the House of 
Representatives, announcing that said House had 
passed the army appropriation bill; in which the 
concurrence of the Senate was asked; also that the 
Speaker of the House had signed the bill providing 
for temporary mail service in Texas. | 

The PRESIDENT signed the bill providing for 
temporary mail service in ‘Texas; and it was or- 
dered to be sent to the President. 

[A message was received from the President of 
the United States, announcing that he had signed 
and approved the bill to raise a regiment of mount- 
ed riflemen, and to establish military posts on the 
route to Oregon; also a joint resolution providing 
for temporary mail service in ‘Texas. | 

The bill for the relief of Mrs. Pike, widow of 
the late General Pike, was read a third time and 
assed, 

The act (from the House) making appropria- 
tions for the support of the army of the United 
States, for the year ending June 30, 1847, was 
read a first and second time, and referred to the 
Committee on Finance. 


FRENCH SPOLIATIONS. 


Mr. HUNTINGTON moved that the Senate 
should resume the consideration of the special 
order of the day—the bill to provide for the settle- 
ment of French spoliation claims; which motion 
was agreed to. 

Mr. MOREHEAD then rose and resumed his 
remarks in favor of the bill, for about an hour, in 
which he maintained that the United States, having 
released Krance from the obligation to pay these 
claimants, it became its duty to support the na- 
tional dignity, honor, and good faith, by compen- 
sating them out of its own treasury. 

Mr. COLQUITT then rose in opposition to the 
bill. He said that the eloquent arguments of the 
Senators on the other side were all irrelevant to the 
question, merely showing that, because France 
had come to our assistance in the time of need we 
were bound to pay these claimants. He repre- 
sented these claimants as merchants who had de- 
rived great benefits from the position eecupied by 
the United States, and who had, after reaping all 
the benefits of that neutral position, now come 
forward to make these demands on the Govern- 
ment. These men had pocketed the profits of that 
period, and it was hardly fair to make attempts to 
show that our Government had acted perfidiously, 
for the purpose of increasing those profits. There 
was no desire, no expectation on the part of 
France, that we should be disturbed in our neutral- 
ity; and all the documents which he had examined 
bore him out in this declaration. ‘The sympathies 
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of the country were, he admitted, more in favor of 
Great Britain than France; but there was nothing 
in her acts to justify any hostile movement of 
France grounded on that Inipre ssion. He main- 
tained that France never intended to pay these in- 
demnities. ‘These are the propositions he laid 
down, and in support of them, he made reference 
to various documents, from which he read extracts, 
and came to the conclusion that these claims on 
the United States Government must fall to the 
ground. 

If any part of these claims was due, he contend- 
ed that the whole was due; and that there was as 
much dishonesty in striking off three-fourths, and 
paying five, instead of twenty millions, as in repu 
diating the whole. 

Mr. CLAYTON rose to reply, but observing 
that the hour was late, said he would defer his re 
marks ull to-morrow; and then, on his motion, 

The Senate went into Executive session, and af- 
ter some time spent therein, the doors were re 
Ope ned, and the Senate adjourned, 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wepwespay, May 20, 1846. 

The Journal of yesterday (having been read in 
part only) was approved. : 

Mr. STEWART rose to submit a motion; and 

Mr. ST. JOHN rose to ask the House to take 
up, and refer to the Committee of Ways and 
Means, the Indian Appropriation bill, which had 
been returned from the Senate with certain amend 
ments, 

The SPEAKER. No motion can be entertained 
until the Chair has made an explanation in relation 
to the condition of the business of the House. ‘The 
state of confusion in which the Hlouse was at the 
time of the adjournment yesterday, makes the ex- 
planation necessary. : . 

The gentleman from Georgia [Mr. Hararson] 


presented a resolution authorizing the publication 
of certain public documents. ‘The resolution made 
an appropriation of money—a faet which, at the 


time the resolution was read, the Chair did not di: 
cover. It was therefore out of order; and a bill 
would be required to accomplish the object. 

The gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Hewnrer} 
had moved a suspension of the rules, to enable him 
to submit a motion that certain days be specially 
set apart for the consideration of bills relating to 
the District of Columbia, That motion was pend 
ing. But the Chair would now state, that no mo- 
tion would be in order, except by unanimous 
consent; because a special order had been set apart 
for this and the two next succeeding days, 

On motion of Mr. ST. JOHN, the bill making 
appropriations for the current and contingent ex- 
penses of the Indian De partment, which had been 
returned from the Senate with certain amendments, 
was taken up, and referred to the Committee of 
Ways and Means. 

Mr. ROBERT SMITH, from the Committee 
on Roads and Canals, on leave given, reported a 
bill for surveying and constructing a military read 
from Fort Howard, in the Territory of Wiscon 
sin, to Fort Wilkins, in the State of Michigan: 
which bill was read twice, and committed. 

Mr. STEWART moved a suspension of the 
rules, to enable him to offer a resolution. 

The SPEAKER said the motion was not in 
order. 


The SPEAKER announced the special order of 


the day, being the consideration of bills relating to 
the Territories. 

Mr. DODGE rose and said that, by an under- 
standing with the chairman of the Committee of 
Ways and Means, he rose to propose that the 
special orders be postponed unul the three first 
legislative days in June. It was important that 
the appropriation bills should be acted upon; and 
with this view it was that the motion to postpone 
had been submitted. 

The question was taken, and the special order 
was postponed accordingly. 

Mr. STEWART moved a suspension of the 
rules, to enable him to introduce the following res- 
olution: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Af 
fairs be instructed to report a bill increasing the 
pay of volunteers from seven dollars to ten dollars 
per month, and granting to those who serve to the 
end of the war, or die in the service, one hundred 
and sixty acres of land, 
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Mr. 8. asked the yeas and nays on that motion. 

On that demand no quorum voted. 

Mr. STEWART moved a call of the House; 
but withdrew that motion, and demanded tellers 
on the yeas and nays, which were ordered. 

And the count having been again taken, the 
yens and nays were ordered, ‘ 

Mr. A. D. SIMS moved that the motion to sus- 
per d be laid on the table. 

The SPEAKER ruled the motion out of order. 


Mr. G. S. FIOUSTON suegested that the reso- 
lution should be so amended as to assume the form 
of a resolution of inquiry. 


The que 
i 
wos then taken, and decided in the negative, as 
follows: 
VY EAS—Meeers 
ringer, Bell, Blanchard, Bowlin, 
G. Brown, John H. Campbeti, ¢ 


tion ** Shall the rules be suspended on 


Abbott, John Q. Adams, Ashmun, Bar 
Milton Brown, William 
wroll, Catheart, John G. 


Chapman, Reuben Chapman, Chase, Cocke, Collamer, 
Crozier, Cullom, Darragh, Garrett Davis, Dixon, Edsall, 
john H. Ewing, Poot, Geatry, Giles, Graham, Grider, Grin 
nell, Harper, Titiiard, Eiias B. Holmes, John W. Tlouston, 
Samuel D. Hubbard, Washington Hunt, Joseph R. Ingersoil, 
theorge W. Jones, Daniel P. King, Thomas Butler King, 
! vi Maclay, MeClella Metlenry, Mellvaine, Bark 
Martino, Miller, Morse, M ley, Parrish, Payne, Relte, 
luliue KR kwell, John A. Roekwell, Root, Runk, Schenck, 
eanan, Thoman Sint Albert Sioith, Robert Sinith, 
toplenus, Stewart, ‘Thibodeaux, Thomasson, Benjamin 
Thompson, Tibbatt<, Trambo, Wentworth, and White 
NAYS. Messrs. Stephen Adams, Atkinson, Bedinger, 
Benton, Big James A. Blick, Boyd, Bankerhotl, Brock 
enbrough, Brodhead, Burt, Clarke, Collin, Cranston, Cun 
bingham, Dontel, Dargan, Jefferson Davis, De Mott, Dob 
| Dockery, Dromgoole Diisworth, Erdman, Fieklin, 
By Garvin, Grover, Tanmlin, leaae E. Holmes, George 
*. Houston, Hangertord, James B. Hant, Hanter, Charles 
1. Levee ll lenk Jia s Hl. Johnson, Jose ph Johnson, 
I’t m King, Lawrene Leake, Levin, Joseph J. Me 
Dowell, James MeDowell, MeGaughevy, MeKay, Marsh, 
Ml ‘, Moulton, Norris, Owen, Pheips, Price, Reid, Rhett, 
bint Koberts, Sawyer, Seddon, Alexander D. Sims, Leon 
do. Sime, Simpson, Stanton, Sturkweather, Sykes, Jas. 
Thompson, Jacob Thompson, Tredway, Vance, Vinton, 
Willams, Wood, Woodward, Woodworth, and Yancey 


So the rules were not suspended, and the reso- 
lution was not received, 

Vir. 7. BB. INDENG, from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, rep 


to provide 


wted a bill (accompanied by a report) 
truction of twelve more war 
steamers, and one tron ftrivate. 

The bill having been read twice by its title, 

Mr. KING moved that the report be read, 

>) yeckt d to. 

And then, on motion of Mr. KING, the bill 
and report were referred to the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, and ordered to 
be printed, and the drawings to be lithographed. 


for the col 


CIVIL AND DIPLOMATIC APPROPRIATIONS, 


On motion of Mr. MceKAY, the House resolved 
Whole on the state of 
the Union, (Mr. Bownin, of Missouri, in the chair,) 
and proceede d to the consideration of the bill ma- 
ki appropriations for the eivil and diplomatic « x- 
penses of Government, for the year ¢ nding the 30th 
day of June, 1847, and for other purposes. 
On the sugvestion of Mr. Me KAY, and by unan 

IMOUS COS the reading of the billwas dispe nsed 


itself into Committee of the 


with, and it was 
The 


** bor Compe 


taken up wy wens. 
being under consideration, 


tion of the 


follow ing item 

) ’ 
clerk and meteorolo- 
grist inthe office of the Surgeon General, $2,000; 


Mr. HHUNGEREFORD moved to amend it by 


striking out the words **and meteorologist.’’ and 


reducing the sum appropriated from $3,000 to 
S17 000. 

{nd Mr. TTI NGERFORD submitted, as a ques- 
tion of order, to the Chair, whether the appropria 


tion must not, under the SIst rule of the Llouse, be 


stricken Out, naspiue 


has it Was an appropriauion 


for an obj etnot authorize d by 


Mr. DROMGOOLE su 


propriatlon wa 


law. 
vested that if the ap- 
! } 


lnproper, there was but one mods 


of vetting it out, and that was to vote it out. 


Vir. HUNGEREFORD asked that the SIst rule 
Wil ht be read, 
And il Was re id, as follows: 


‘No appropriation shall be reported in such 
general appropriation bills, or be in order as an 
‘amendment thereto, for any expenditure not pre- 
viously authorized by law, unless in continuation 
‘ of appropriations for such public works and ob- 
jecta as are already in progress, and for the con- 
tingencies for carrying on the several departments 


‘of the Government. 


Mr. MeKAY said that this item made provision 
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for the salary of the clerk in the office of the Sur- 
geon General, and an appropriation of $2,000 for 
the salary of Doctor Espy (who was known to all 
the members) for making meteorological observa- 
tions. During the two last years, the Committee 
of Ways and Means had declined to report the 
appropriation for that salary, but the House had 
inserted it. ‘The Committee of Ways and Means, 
therefore, had taken the action of the House at the 
two last sessions as an instruction to put this ap- 
propriation in the bill, and had done so. He al- 
lowed that there was no express law to authorize 
it; 1t was only under the sanction given to it by 
former appropriations, made in the manner he had 
indicated, that it had been inserted. Personally he 
had no choice in the matter; the committee could 
act as it pleased. 

The CHAIRMAN now suggested to Mr. Hun- 
GERFORD that he had submitted his motion in rather 
a singular form. 

Whereupon Mr. HUNGERFORD waived the 
point so far as concerned the question in the form 
in which he had put it to the Chair, and confined 
himself strictly to the motion to strike out. 

Mr. J. @. ADAMS here put an inquiry to Mr. 
McKay, which led to some conversation between 
the two gentlemen. 

Mr. McKAY stated that these observations had 
formerly been made under the direction of the Sur- 
geon General, by officers of the army. It was only 
within the last four or five years that Mr. Espy 
had been employe das clerk. 

Mr. ADAMS was understood to submit that the 
occupation was a useful one, from which public 
benefit had been derived. He was also understood 
to submit, that the fact of former appropriations 
having been made, was an authority for this, He 
hoped the amendment would not prevail, and he 
indicated an amendment, to read, ** for continuing 
meteorological observations, $2,000.” 

A brief conversation took place between Mr. C. 
J. INGERSOLL and Mr. MceKAY. 

Mr. 8. JONES said that, according to the 81st 
rule, (which had been read,) no such appropriation 
was in order in this bill. And it was wholly un- 
Important, whether the appropriation had hereto- 
fore been made or not. There was no law au- 
thorizing the employment of such a person, and 
the rule declared that no appropriation should be 


made except for objects authorized by law. ‘They 


could ratse a storm here without the assistance of 
Mr. Espy. ‘They need not pay him for meteoro- 
logical observations, or for raising a storm, which 
they could raise themselves as well as he could. 

{A voice: And make it rain, too.’’] 

Mr. JONES. Yes, and make it rain, too. 

Some conversation followed on a point of order 
as to Mr. Apams’s amendment, which, Mr. S. 
Jones submitted was out of order. 

Mr. STANTON said that the 81st rule had been 
referred to, as showing that this appropriation was 
out of order. But it would be seen that the rule 
did not forbid an appropriation in a general appro- 
priation bill, which was in continuation of appro- 
priations previously made for works or objects 
already in progress, It was clear that these mete- 
orological observations were already in progress, 
and that appropriations had heretofore been made 
for them, It was clearly proper, therefore, that 
the appropriation should be made. It mattered not 
whether the appropriation was made in the form 
proposed by the Committee of Ways and Means, 
or by the gentleman from Massachusetts, [Mr. 
Apams,| in either case it was proper, and (from 
the importance of the object) he believed it ought 
to be made. 

Mr. HARALSON now called upon some mem- 
ber (more familiar with such matters than himself) 
to state of what practical benefit these observations 
have been, or probably would be to the country. 

‘This question led to a very long scientific debate 
in relation to the theory of storms, the Baconian 
philosophy, and the utility or inutility of Mr. Es- 
py 's researches, &e.; which was participated in b 
Messrs. STANTON, JOSEPH R. INGERSOLL, 
SEABORN JONES, GEORGE S. HOUST¢ IN, 
HUNGERFORD, JEFFERSON DAVIS, BED- 
INGER, JACOB THOMPSON, HARALSON, 
JOHN A. ROCKWELL, JOHN Q. ADAMS, 
RATHBUN, and ISAAC E, HOLMES. 


Mr. McKAY explained, that these observations | 


were instituted at the time Mr. Calhoun was at the 
head of the War Department. Four years ago, 
for the first time, a provision had been introduced 
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in the appropriation bill for extending and render. 
ing more complete the meteorological observat;, 
at military posts, under the direction of the S)-. 
geon General, $3,000. Of this sum, §2.000 jaa 
been applied in the employment of Mr. Espy. Mines 
gentleman who had curiosity on the subject, wou 
find, on reference to the Blue Book, that that Was 
the amount paid to him. 

Two years ago, when he (Mr. McKay) had je. 
come a member of the Committee of Ways a id 
Means, this estimate was submitted. A majoriyy 
of the committee determined not to put it in the 
bill, because there was no authority of law. This 
course was pursued at both sessions of the Congress 
But the House had determined otherwise. Pyoy;- 
sion had been made; and he had regarded this as 
aclear expression of the opinion of the Hous 
that these observations should be continued under 
the direction of Mr. Espy. Of the value of his 
services he (Mr. McK.) was no judge. Original. 
ly he had been opposed to the appropriation. [p- 
dividually, he still was opposed toit. But asa 
member of the Committee of Ways and Means, 
he had merely acquiesced in its introduction jy 
the bill. 

He did not think that anything would be gained 
by the amendment of the gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts [Mr. Apams.] The committee had put 
the matter in the form which it properly assum- 
ed—that of a salary. If the gentleman’s amend- 
ment prevailed, it would be virtually the payment 
of a salary, so that nothing would be gained by i: 
If gentlemen were desirous of retaining the ser- 
vices of Mr. Espy, they could vote against the 
amendment of the gentleman from New York, 
[Mr. Huncerrorp,]| and thus attain their object 

After some conversation on a point of order, 

Mr. ADAMS withdrew his amendment, intend- 
ine to renew it if that of Mr. Huncerrorp should 
be arreed to. 

The question on the amendment of Mr. HUN. 
GERFORD was then taken, and no quorum hiay- 
ing voted, 

The committee rose and reported the fact to the 
House. 

A motion to adjourn was made, but, the yeas 
and nays having been ordered, was withdrawn. 

Mr. McKAY moved a eall of the House, and 
asked the yeas and nays, which were ordered, and 
being taken, were, yeas 53, nays 85. 

So a call of the House was refused. 

3ut a quorum had voted. 

So the Chairman resumed his seat in committee, 

The question was then again taken on the ameud- 
ment of Mr. HUNGERFORD, and the vote stood 
ayes 61, noes 65. 

So the amendment was rejected. 

The Clerk proceeded with the reading of the bill. 

The following section was amended (on motion 
of Mr. McKAY) by inserting the words ‘ and 
coins’’ after the word ‘* ores:”’ 

‘‘ For specimens of ores to be reserved at the 
mint, $300.” 

On motion of Mr. McKAY, (rectifying a mis- 
take,) the following item was stricken out: 

* For additional compensation, at g800 each, to 
the district judges of Missouri, Arkansas, Louisi- 
ana, Mississippi, and Alabama, under the provi- 
sions of the first section of the act of 17th June, 
1844.°’ 

On the suggestion of Mr. BOYD, (who desired 
to offer certain amendments needing explanations, ) 
the bill was informally laid aside. 

Mr. McKAY attempted ineffectually to take up 
the naval pension bill. 

The committee then rose and reported progress. 

Mr. KENNEDY, from the Committee on En- 
rolled Bills, reported correct the joint resolution to 
provide for the temporary mail service in Texas. 

The resolution was signed by the Speaker. 

The bill from the Senate for the relief of Amos 
Kendall was read and referred to the Committee ol 


ms 


ilo 


} Claims. 


The bill from the Senate for the relief of John 
Keith, of New York, was read and referred to the 
Committee on Revolutionary Pensions. 

The bill from the Senate to repeal part of the act 
making appropriations for the naval service for the 
year ending 30th June, 1846, was read and reter- 
red to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

The bill from the Senate providing for the adjust- 
ment of all suspended pre-emption land claims 11 
the several States and Territories was read and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Private Land Claims 
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The bill from the Senate making alterations in 
the Pay Department of the Army was read and 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

The bill from the Senate for the relief of Mrs, 
Pike, widow of the late General Pike, was read 

nd referred to the Committee of Claims. 

* ‘The amendment of the Senate to the bill further 
«) amend “An act supplementary to ‘An act to 


fx the value of certain moneys of account in com- | 


vtation at the custom-house,’ approved March 3, 
145 > was read and agreed to. 

This bill has finally passed both Houses. As 
passed, it establishes the value of foreign coins as 


tollows: 


<»ocie dollar of Sweden and Norway, at.......... S1 05 
dneeie dollar Of DenMarks Ate vss.cccccccacecesces 1 05 
vyater of Prussia and northern States of Germany 69 
Piorin of southern States ot RPONE s 650500 sa nus 40 
yin of Austrian Empire and city of Augsburg 48 5 
{ ira of the Lombardo Venitian Kingdom and Tus- 
: ULV pace ween meres ree ae terse ns eeneeeneesene 16 
Prane of France and of Belgium and livre of Sar- 
GINUD cece ee wee w cree een eeeteeesees ee 18 6 
Ducat Of Naples....cececcescccccccccecscscecs ces 80 
Cunce Of SICHY ...0ccceccecccccsccvsccecescccces 2 40 


poundof the British Provinces of Nova Scotia, New 
Brunswick, Newfoundiand, and Canada,....... 4 00 
Mr. MeCLEAN, on leave given, presented the 
ilowine resolutions, Which were laid on the table 
wnd ordered to be printed: 
«Wuoereas the tuitfof one thousand eight hundred and 
forty-two produces no more than sufficient revenue to defray 
necessary expeises of the General Government, and af- 
sonly an adequate Incidental protection to Ameriean in- 
try aad American manufactures, against foreign ¢ oupeti- 
rion and fureign policy 3 and a CONnsequent encouragement to 
oumercial enterprise, lO agricultural pursuits, and to the 
j velopment of our Own natural resources: 
» And whereas itis beheved the people of Pennsylvania are 
osed to any alterauion in the existing tari, until further 
rence has shown that a modification is required to se- 
acoutinuance of such protection, aud to promete the 
i welfare: therefore, 
* Resolved bythe Senate and House of Representatives of the 
Crrmonvedith of Pennsylvunia in General Asse mbly met, 
fhatour Senators and Representatives in Congress be, and 


yare hereby, requested to oppose ail attempts to alter | 


modiy the tariff act of the thirtieth of August, one thou- 
d eight hundred and forty-two. 


» Resolved, That the Governor be requested to transmit a | 
py of the above preamble and resolutions to each of our 


seaators and Representatives in Congress.”? 


; ; | 

* Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania in General Assembly met, | 
wit our Senators and Representatives in Congress be re- | 


ted to oppose the establishment of a national bank, the 


tribution of the proceeds of the publjie lands among the | 


ral States, and to vote for the separation of the Govern 


meat from banking institutions, and tor the creation of a | 


ustitutional treasury, as the best means to secure a sound 


rreney, guard the public moneys, and preserve uninipaired |! 


protection afforded to the industry of the people, by a 
ist tariff law. 


» Resolved, That the Governor be requested to transmit a | 
copy of the preeeding resolution to each of our Senators and | 


Kepresentauives bn Congress. 
“FINDLEY PATTERSON, 
“ Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
“WILLIAM 8. ROSS, 
‘* Speaker of the Senate. 


“Adopted in the House of Representatives, April 9, 1846. | 


“ WILLIAM JACK, Cierk, 
* Adopted in the Senate, April 22, 1846. 


“KE. 8S. GOODRICH, Clerk.” 


Mr. JOSEPH J. McDOWELL gave notice that 
(i to-morrow, or some other day of the session, he 
ld ask leave to introduce a bill giving further 


e to locate Virginia land warrants, and to re- | 


‘urn the surveys thereon to the General Land 


relative to the leasing of the mineral lands within 


© State of Michigan; which resolutions were 


MAMI LE d. 

Mr. BRODHEAD, by leave, presented the pro- 

‘uings of a meeting of the citizens of the borough 
of Easton, Pennsylvania, sustaining the action of 
‘he Government in regard to our Mexican difficul- 
ties; which were laid upon the table. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE, by leave, presented a me- 


lorial of sundry merchants, traders, and other citi- | 


Mr. MeCLELLAND, by leave, presented reso- | 


tious of the Legislature of the State of Michigan, || the Committee on Public Lands. 


“is In the town of Petersburg, in the State of | 


‘gia, praying the establishment of a steam- 


’ “eo was laid upon the table. 
Sundry publishers of American editions of foreign 
tlodieals, in the city of New York, remonstra- 
'g against the proposed change in the rate of duty 
°" foreign periodicals imported into the country; 
Which was laid upon the table. 

Mr. A RNOLD, by leave, presented a resolution 
of the Legislature of the State of Rhode Island, 


“i une to the free city of Bremen, by the way of || 


for indemnity for spoliations committed by the 
French upon American commeret prior to the year 
1800; which was laid upon the table. a 

Mr. RAMSEY, by leave, presented a memorial 
of citizens of Schuylkill county, in the State of 
Pennsylvania, engaged in the coal trade, remon- 
strating against any change in the present tariff 
laws; which memorial was laid upon the table. 

Mr. GEORGE 8, HOUSTON gave notice of a 
motion for leave to introduce a joint resolution, 
providing for a commission of American citizens 
to adjust and determine the amount of the different 
claims in favor of citizens of the United States 
against the Government of Mexico. 

In pursuance of previous notice, Mr. BROCK- 
ENBROUGH asked, obtained leave, and intro- 
duced a joint resolution to avoid a technical objec- 
tion, by operation of the law admitting Florida 
into the Union; which was read twice and com- 
mitted. 

And the House adjourned. 


PETITIONS, &e. 

The following petitions and memorials were pre- 
sented, under the rule, and referred to the appro- 
priate committees: 

By Mr. CUMMINS: The remonstrance of 60 citizens of 
Holmes county, Ohio, against the renewal of a patent grant 
ed to Jethro Wood, in [519, for making and vending cast 
iron ploughs and plough points: referred to the Committee 
on Pateuts. 

By Mr. LUMPKIN: The petition of Joc! H. Stubbs, of De 
Kalb county, Georgia, in behalf of the widow of Benjamin 
Stubbs, who was a scldier in the war of the Revolution: re 
ferred to the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions. 

By Mr. SEAMAN: The petition of citizens and farmers 
of the county of Kings, State of New York, against renew- 
ing the patent to Jethro Wood. 

By Mr. W. HUNT: "The petition of David Thomas, and 
other citizens of Cayuga county, New York, for the aboli- 
tion of the flanking privilege, and the further reduction of 
letter postage. 

By Mr. LA SERE: The petition of Join Day, master of 
ship Elizabeth Bruce : referred to the Committee of Claims. 

jy Mr. SAW'TELLE: The petition of John Stevens, of 
Athens, State of Maine, for a pension: referred to the Com- 
mittee on Revolutionary Pensions. 

By Mr. J. P. MARTIN: The p: tition of citizens of Ken 
tucky, praying that an agency for paying pensions may be 
established at Richmond, Kentucky: referred to the Com- 
mittee on Revolutionary Pensions. 


By the SPEAKER: The memorial of Thomas M. Knight, | 
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and a large number of citizens of Dubuque county, lowa | 
| Territory, praying that the 42d parallel may be the boundary 


of the future State of fowa. The petition of James H. Myers, 
and 500 other cilizeus of Lowa, praying that there may be a 
new ‘Territory tormed, to be called the Decota: reterred to 
the Committee on Territories. 

sy Mr. LA SERE: The petition of Bernard Hempkin, for 
the confirmation of the sale of a tract of land: referred to 
the Committee on Private Land Claims. "The petition of L. 
Millandon and others, for the confirmation of certain entries 
in the New Orleans land di-triet: referred to the Committee 
on Private Land Claims. 

sy Mr. GRINNELL: The petition of Horatio G. Wood 
and others, praying that steel may be imported free of duty. 

By Mr. J. Hf. JOHNSON: ‘The petition of Solomon Hart 
ford, of Hirain, Staie of Maine, a soldicr of the war of 1812 
with Great Britain, praying for a pension tor disabilities in 
curred while a soldier in the army of the United States. 


IN SENATE. 
Tuvurspay, May 21, 1846. 

The Journal having been read— 

Mr. ATCHISON presented the petition of 
Thomas T. January, praying the right of pre-emp- 
tion to atract of land; also, similar petitions from 
George Ramey and William Ramey, and other 
citizens of Missouri, all of which were referred to 





Mr. MOREHEAD presented the memorial of 
William De Courcy, praying an alteration of the 
pension laws; which was ref¢ rred to the Commit- 
tee on Pensions. 

Mr. M. also asked leave to withdraw from the 
files of the Senate the petition and papers of John 
P. Lewis; which was granted. 


Mr. JARNAGIN presented the petition of the 


| widow of General William Carroll, praying a pen- 


). also, by leave, presented a memorial of || 


sion; which was referred to the Committee on 
Pensions. 

Mr. J. also asked Jeave to withdraw from the 
files of the Senate the papers of A. R. 8. Hunter; 
which was granted. 

Mr. STURGEON presented the memorial of 
citizens of the city and county of Philadelphia, 
yraying the establishment of a national foundry at 
Port Richmond, in that State; which was referred 
to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. NILES presented a petition of citizens of 
Cayuga county, New York, praying the reduction 
of the postage on half-ounce letters, and the dis- 
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continuance of the franking privilege; which was 
referred to the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads. 

Mr. SEMPLE presented a petition of citizens of 
Alexandria, in the Distriet of Columbia, remon- 
strating against the retrocession of Alexandria to 
the State of Virginia; which was referred to the 
Committee on the District of Columbia. 

Mr. DIX presented the memorial of George Gib- 
son and others, merchants in the cityof New York, 
wraying the repayment of duties alleced to have 
een illegally exacted of them | y the collector of 
that port; which was referred to the Committee on 
Finance. 


Mr. D. also presented the memorial of a number 
! 


of persons engaged in canal navigation, praying 
the passage of a law exempting ecanal-boats from 
the payment of fees and hospital money; which 
was referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. D. further presented the petition of citizens 
of Madison county, New York, in relation to the 
Smithsonian bequest; which was referred to the 
Select Committee on that subject, 

Mr. WOODBRIDGE presented documents in 
relation to the claim of Joseph Loranger to com- 
pensation for a fishing vessel seized by the collect- 
or for the port of Detroit, for an alleced violation 
of the revenue laws; which were referred to the 
Committee of Claims. 

Mr. HHLAY WOOD presented the memorial of the 
Historical Society of the Universitv of North 
Carolina, pray ine that they may be furnished with 
a copy of the works of the I:xploring Kixpedition; 
which was referred to the Committee on the Li 
brary. 

RESOLUTIONS. 

Mr. YOULEEF submitted the following resolution, 
which was agreed to. 

Resolved, That the Committee on Naval Affairs 
be directed to examine and re port upon the merits 
of R. F. Loper’s plan for constructing war-steam- 
ers and other vessels; also, on the merits of the 
said Loper’s plan for constructing wrought iron 
cannon and mortars on the screw principle. 

Mr. RUSK submitted the following resolution; 
which was agreed to: 

Resolved, ‘That the Committee on Military Af- 


fairs be instructed to inquire into the propriety of 


authorizing the purchase of two hundred of Colt’s 
patent rifles, for the use of the troops on the south- 
western frontier. 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 

Mr. ASHLEY, from the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary, reported a bill to change the time of hold- 
ing the spring terms of the district courts of the 
United States in Virginia and Tennessee; which 
was read, and passed to a second reading. 

Mr. JOTINS* IN, of Louisiana, from the Com- 
mittee on Pensions, submitted an adverse report 
upon the petition of Hannah Severance; which 
was ordered to be printed. 

LAWS OVER OREGON TERRITORY. 

Mr. WESTCOTT, from the Committee on Ter- 
ritories, made the following report, to wit: 

The Committee on Territories, which was in- 
structed by a resolution of the Senate to inquire 
into the expediency of organizing a government for 
the territory of Oregon, report, that it is decided by 
a majority of the committee that it is not proper or 
expedient at this time for Congress to adopt legis- 
lation of the character indicated by the resolution. 

And the same committee, to which was referred 
the House bill entitled “An act to protect the 
rights of American citizens in the territory of the 
United States west of the Rocky Mountains, and 
for other purposes,’’ report, that a majority of the 
committee do not agree that it is necessary, or 
in anywise expedient, to pass said bill in its pres- 
ent form at this session; but the committee, after 
full and careful consultation, have not been able 
to coincide in opinion with respect to the several 
important alterations that it is believed should he 
made in it; and the committee has therefore unani- 
mously instructed its chairman to move to dis- 
charge said committee from the further considera- 
tion of said bill. 

Mr. W. suggested that the consideration of the 


| motion which he was instructed by the committee 


to make be postponed until to-morrow, and gave 
notice that he should, when it came up on to-mor- 
row, move to postpone the whole subject of Oregon 
to the first Monday in December next. 
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Mr. BENTON remarked, that when the motion 
was submitte d, he (Mr. LB. ) might have something 
to say upon the subject. 

Mr. ALLEN gave notice that when the subject 
came Up, he would, as a test question, move that 
it be made the special order for Monday next. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, moved that the 
Senate proceed to the consideration of the bill to 
amend the act approved June 17, 1844, entitled 
“An act to provide for the adjustinent of land 
‘claims within the States of Missouri, Arkansas, 
‘and Louisiana, and in those parts of the States of 
* Misais tprpet and Alabama south of the thirty first 
‘devree of north latitude , and between the Missis- 
‘sippi and Perdido rivers;’? which motion wa: 

1 


avreed to 
lered as in committee 


of the whole; and, after discussion and amend- 


‘The bill was then consi 


ment, it was reported back to the Senate, when its 
further consideration was postponed unul Monday 


ne 

in act (from the Tlouse) making copies of pa- 
pers cert fied by the Secretary of the Senate or 
Clerk of the Hlouse of Representaves, legal evi 
dence, was read a first and second time, and refer- 
red to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

An act (from the House) to amend and continue 
in force the act to Incorporate the mbhabitants of 
the city of Washington, w 
time, and referred to the Committee on the District 


is read a first and second 


of Columbia. 

Mr. WESTCOT'T presented a copy of the 
anended organic laws of the pe ople of the territory 
of Oreron, as adopted by them at a weneral meet- 
ing on the last Saturday in July, 1845; which was 
ordered to be printed, 

On motion of Mr. JOLINSON, of Louisiana, the 
report of the Secretary of War, in relation to Put- 
rivi i"s pl muerhine and dredeing machine, Was or- 


de red to le printed, 
FRENCH SPOLIATION CLAIMS. 


The Senate then resumed the consideration of 
the special order of the day—the bill providing for 
the settlement of French spoliation claims, when 

Mr. WESTCOTT laid on the table an amend- 
ment, which he proposed to submit, at the proper 
time, in the form of an additional section, which 

rrovides for the payment of these claims in public 
ands Mr. W. moved the printing of the amend- 


ment, 


On motion of Mr. CLAYTON, the printing of 
the other amendment was included in the motion, 

Mir. J. M. CLAYTON addressed the Senate at 
length in reply to the objections which had been 
urged acai st the bill; and, having concluded his 
remarks, he moved—for the purpose of giving an 
opportunity to other Senators who might be dis- 
| ased to discuss the bill—that it be passed by in- 
formally until some future day. 

Mr. SPEIGHT said that he did not doubt that 
the minds of all the Senators were made up tn re- 
lation to the subject before them, and if there were 
no other gwentlemen desirous to give their views 
thereon, he would, as a test question, move that 
the bill be laid upon the table, upon which motion 
he asked the yeas and nays. 

Mr. BERRIEN suggested to the © nator from 
Mississippi, as this was a measure of great magni- 
tude, whether, while the Senate was so thin, it 
would he proper to take the question on his nio- 
tion. It micht be more agreeable to usage to give 
notice of his intention to test the sense of the Sen- 
ate by this motion to-morrow, or at any other time, 
so that Senators might be in their seats. 


Mr. SPEIGHT re j lied thatit was no fault of 


his if Senators chose to absent themselves. 

The question being taken, resulted yeas 1], nays 
24, as follows: 

VY EAS—Messrs. Allen, Atherton, Breese, Calhoun, Chal 
mers, Diekinson, Dix, Jenness, Lewis, MeDuflie, and 
Speight—11 

NAYS—Messrs. Ashley, Berrien, Thomas Clayton, John 
M. Clayton, Corwin, Crittenden, Davis, Dayton, Greene, 
Haywood, Houston, Huntington, Johnson of Maryland, Mil 
ler, Morehead, Niles, Pearce, Pennybacker, Simmons, Stur 
geon, Upham, Webster, Woodbridge, and Yulee—24. 


So the bill was not laid on the table. 

Mr. CLAYTON now expressed his hope that 
the question would be taken on the passage of the 
bill. He presumed there would be no objection 
on the part of the Senator from Mississippi. 

Mr. SPEIGHT. None at all. 

Mr. HAYWOOD moved to strike out the sec- 
tion which makes assignees entitled to receive 


only the amount paid by them in the purchase of 
shares, 

Mr. ALLEN said he had understood that the 
matter was to be passed by for the present, in order 
to allow an opportunity to them who desired to ad- 
dress the Senate. 

Mr. J. M. CLAYTON then moved that the 
question be now taken on the amendments. 

Mr. ALLEN objected. The Senate was not full, 
and there might be members who desired to speak 
before the question was taken. 

Mr. CLA YTON said he had yesterday invited 
gentlemen to speak before he would make his 
closing speech, Besides, the Senator from Mis- 
sissippl had just put a motion as a test question. 
It seemed only reasonable that the question should 
now be taken. 

Mr. ALLEN said the vote just taken tested 
nothing but the emptiness of the Senate. ‘This was 
no small matter on which they were to be called on 
to vote. It might involve eventually twenty-five 
millions of the public money. 

Mr. SPEIGHT said he believed a decided ma- 
jority of the Senate were in favor of passing this 
bill, Discussion, if continued for weeks, would 

woduce no change. The question might as well 
ve taken now as at any time. 

Mr. PENNYBACKER said he had not voted 
on the motion to lay the bill on the table as a test 
question. Ifa majority wished a postponement of 
the bill he had no objection, 

Mr. R. JOHLNSON said he had not observed the 
provision in the bill, which the Senator from North 
Carolina had moved to strike out. With that pro- 
vision he was not now prepared to vote for the bill. 
Nor could he vote on the amendment offered by 


the Senator from Florida this morning, and which | 


was ordered to be printed, without further exami- 
nation. ‘The Senate was thin. How is it possi- 
ble to know the opinions of absent Senators. He 
did not know that there was not a majority against 
the bill. True, he did not believe that there was. 
But in what condition would the claimants be 
placed if the bill should be sent to the House of 
Representatives without being sanctioned by a full 
vote of theSenate? And who knows but that there 
may be votes which will be changed? He hoped 


the passage of the bill would not be pressed to- 


day. 


formally. 

Mr. CLAYTON still adhered to his positon. 
The question should be taken now. If Senators 
were negligent, and absented themselves from their 
seats, it was no reason the public business should 
suffer delay. A majority of the Senate had evi- 
dently made up their minds on this question; why 
any longer discuss it to empty benches? 

Mr. WEBSTER expressed his concurrence in 
the suggestion. 

Mr. J. M. CLAYTON said he considered him- 
self justified in the course he had taken by that 
which had been adopted by the opponents of the 
bill. Butas the Senator from Maryland wished 
to postpone it, he had no objection. That Senator 
represented a large number who are interested in 
the measure. He (Mr. C.) represented none of 
that class. 

Mr. McDUFFIE suggested that the bill should 
be postponed to some fixed day; and Tuesday was 
determined on. 

So the bill was passed by informally, with the 
understanding that it should be taken up on Tues- 
day next, at one o’clock. 


GRANT OF PUBLIC LANDS TO ILLINOIS. 


Mr. BREESE moved that the Senate take up 
the bill granting alternate sections of land to the 
State of Illinois for the completion of the Central 
Railroad. 

On a division, the Senate refused to take up the 
bill; and then, 

On motion, the Senate adjourned. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuvrspay, May 21, 1846. 

The Journal of yesterday was read and ap- 
proved. 

Mr. RATHBUN said it was necessary to use in 
a trial in the courts in Ohio copies of certain papers 
belonging to the files or records of this House, 
[believed to be in relation to the accounts of Mr. 
MeNulty, late Clerk of the House of Representa- 


Mr. MOREHEAD. Let it be passed by in- 
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tives,] and that there was no law authorizing the 
Clerk or other officer of the House, or of Congress. 
to certify papers so as that they could be used as 
evidence in the courts of law. He therefore asked 
leave to introduce a bill making copies of paners 
certified by the Secretary of the Senate or Clerk of 
the House of Representatives, legal evidence. . 

The bill was received and read, and, at the in. 
stance of Mr. CULVER, was modified, read the 
third time, and passed, and sent to the Senate 
concurrence, 

CHARTER OF WASHINGTON CITY. 

On motion of Mr. PAYNE, submitted on Jeaye 
the Committee of the Whole on the State of the 
Union was discharged from the consideration o¢ 
the bill to amend and continue in force the act to 
incorporate the inhabitants of the city of W 
ington. 

The motion having been agreed to, the bill was 
read as follows: 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatirg 
of the United States of America in Congress assembled. That 
every free white male citizen of the United States, exe; pt 
persons confined as paupers in the alms-house, lunatics 
idiots, and others disqualified by conviction in a court of 
competent jurisdiction of felony or other infamous erin 
and who shall have attained the age of twenty-one years. 
and shall have resided in the city of Washington one year 
immediately preceding the election, shall be entitled to vote 
by ballot for Mayor, members of the Board of Aldermen, of 
the Board of Common Council, of Register, Collector, and 
Surveyor, and for every other officer authorized to be chosen 
atany popular election under the above recited act, all o: 
whom shall hereafter be elected by the people qualified as 
herein provided. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the Mayor, Board 
of Aldermen, and Board of Common Council, of the city of 
Washington, may levy, and are hereby authorized to levy, 
a poll-tax, not to exceed in amount one dollar per annum, 
on each white male citizen who may reside in the city of 
Washington, to be collected and applied as other taxes. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the act or acta 
now in force incorporating the city of Washington, in the 
District of Columbia, and prescribing the duties and right: 
of the same, shall continue and be in force with the excep 
tion of so much thereof as may be contrary to the provisions 
of this act. 


88, 


for 


ash- 


And the question being on the engrossment 
thereof, 

Mr. L. H. SIMS moved the previous question. 

Mr. HUNTER asked him to withdraw the de- 
mand, to enable him (Mr. H.) to offer an amend- 
ment. 

Mr. SIMS declined. 

And the question being taken on the demand for 
the previous question, there was not a second. 

The question recurring on the engrossment of 
the bill, 

Mr. HUNTER moved to amend it by striking 
out all after the enacting clause, and inserting, as 
an amendment, the charter reported by the conven 
tion, (which is very long, and was published at 
the time the convention was held. ) 

Mr. H. explained, that the amendment was a 
measure, as he understood, reported by a conven 
tion of the people of this city, in which all were 
represented, whether they paid taxes or not, with 
the exception of a small quarter of the city which 
failed to choose representatives. And he asked 
that the memorial of that convention might be read. 

Mr. DE MOTT moved that the bill and amend 
ment be laid on the table. 

Mr. BOYD asked the yeas and nays. 

Mr. DE MOTT withdrew the motion. 

Mr. SEAMAN renewed it. 

Mr. GENTRY suggested a reference to the 
Committee on the District of Columbia. 

The yeas and nays were ordered on the motion 


to lay the bill on the table, and resulted as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Abbott, Ashmun, Barringer, Blanchard, 
Milton Brown, Buffington, William W. Campbell, Carroll, 
John G. Chapman, Collamer, Culver, Cummins, Garrett 
Davis, Delano, Dixon, Dockery, John H. Ewing, Edwin 
H. Ewing, Foot, Gentry, Graham, Grider, Grinnell, Harper, 
Hilliard, Elias B. Holmes, John W. Houston, Hudson, 
Washington Hunt, Hunter, Joseph R. Ingersoll, Daniel P. 
King, Lewis, McGaughey, McHenry, Mellvaine, Marsh, 
Moseley, Ramsey, Julius Rockwell, John A. Rockwell, 
Root, Seaman, Severance, Simpson, Truman Smith, Thi 
bodeaux, Benjamin Thompson, Vance, Vinton, White, 


|| Winthrop, and Woodruff—o3. 


NAYS—Messrs. Stephen Adams, Anderson, Atkinson, 
Bayly, Bell, Benton, Biggs, James A. Black, Bowlin, Boy d, 
Brinkerhoff, Brockenbrough, Brodhead, Burt, Catheart, 
Reuben Chapman, Chase, Chipman, Clarke, Cobb, Cocke, 
Collin, Crozier, Cullom, Cunningham, Daniel, Dargan, De 
Mott, Dillingham, Dobbin, Douglass, Droingoole, Dunlap, 
Edsall, Erdman, Faran, Ficklin, Foster, Fries, Garvin, Giles, 
Grover, Hamlin, Hampton, Haralson, Harmanson, Heul Y, 
Hoge, Hopkins, George 8. Houston, Hungerford, James B. 
Hunt, Charles J. Ingersoll, Jenkins, Janes H. Johnson, 
Joseph Johnson, George W. Jones, Seaborn Jones, Ken- 


' nedy, Preston King, Leake, Leib, Lumpkin, McClelland, 








